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PREFACE. 

Mt yoaag friends, hearing (hat you like to read the books 
containing an account of the ^American missions to the East 
Indies, and the Sandwich Islands, I have prepared a book ftte 
you, which will make you acquainted with the condition of the 
Choctaw nation) and I hope when you have read it through, 
and see bow much good our missfonaries have done, and how 
much more they would do, if they had money enough to support 
more schoolmasters and misstonafies, you will form a mission- 
ary society in your Sabbath school or Bible class* umnediately. 
If you me^t occasionally to work, for tde sake of earning money 
to increase your ftinds, I suppose yoo will appoint x>ne of your 
number to read aloud while the rest work. If you do so, aAer 
you have read the missionary books already printed, if my 
health continues I will send you some letters giving an account 
of the various tribes of Indians in this country, among whom 
I have been ertphfahad by different locieiies. 



SxFT. 22, 1890. 
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CONVERSATIONS 



CHOCTAW MISSION. 



CHAPTER I. 

Cornelia Pelham returned home with im- 
proved health and increased zeal in doing good ; 
she bad devised various plans of usefulness, to 
be put in execution as soon as she should join 
her old associates ; but none of them so fully 
occupied her mind, as that of forming a Mis- 
sionary and Temperanjse Society in the Sabbath 
school in which she was a teacher. She con- 
versed with the superintendent, and several of 
the teachers, and was gratified to find their hearts 
were set upon accomplishing the same object. 
A plan was immediately adopted, a constitution 
prepared, and an early opportunity improved 
by the superintendent, to prepare the minds of ^ 
his scholars and their parents to engage in good 
1 
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earnest in missionary operations. When the 
scholars were made acquainted with the object, 
and were invited to form a missionary associa- 
tion, a thrill of pleasure was communicated to 
every heart, and when it was distinctly stated 
that the scholars were expected to manage all 
the concerns of the society, a feeling of respon- 
sibility succeeded the first excitement, and they 
pledged themselves to engage in the duties as- 
signed them in the constitution, with diligence 
and sobriety. They finally concluded to pay 
annually twenty-five cents a-piece, and the girls 
expressed a wish to meet for work, one half day 
in every month ; the lads meet for Sabbath school 
instruction, in the same apartment with the girls, 
and they became members of the society, by 
paying twenty-five cents, and the teachers were 
invited to become honorary members, by the an- 
nual payment of fifty cents. Some of the larg- 
est ladies in the Sabbath school, requested the 
teachers to meet with them at their working meet- 
ings, and impart to them missionary instruction. 
Two of their number. Miss McEllroy, and Miss 
Pelham, cheerfully complied with their wishes. 
Three or four young lads invited themselves to 
come and hear also. Miss McEllroy expressed 
her entire satisfaction, upon condition they should 
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conduct with propriety. The members of the 
association were requested to decide, whether the 
boys might be allowed to attend the monthly 
meetings, and they were unanimous in giving 
them an invitation. 

The appointment for the first meeting was 
made, and it happened that Mr. and Mrs. Clai- 
borne, Jerome, and Delia, arrived to make the 
long desired visit the very same day. Jerpme 
was very much pleased to find he had liberty to 
attend with his sister and cousin. The mana- 
gers had met with great success in procuring 
work, and when Cornelia and her Qousins met 
the society, they found the work in fine order. 
Miss McEllroy had been requested to open the 
meeting with reading the scriptures and prayer, 
and had just opened her Bible as Cornelia en- 
tered the hall. After prayer, several missionary 
topics were proposed, but at Delia Claiborne's 
particular request, it was agreed that Cornelia 
and Katharine McEllroy should relate the histo- 
ry of the Choctaw mission, from the time Mr. 
Kingsbury first engaged in it, down to the pres- 
ent time. Most of the children in that Sabbath 
school, who were old enough, had read mission- 
ary books with uncommon interest, and were 
prepared to hear with attention, and real pleasure. 
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Miss Cornelia was invited to lead in conversa- 
tion the first afternoon, and she commenced by 
saying, ' The visit of the Rev. Mr. Cornelius 
to the Cherokee, Choctaw, and Chickasaw na- 
tions, in 1817, prepared the way for a mission- 
ary establishment in the Choctaw nation, similar 
to the one at Brainerd, in the Cherokee country. 
The American Board of Missions, requested Mr. 
Kingsbury to leave the station he had commenc- 
ed at Brainerd, and go to the Choctaws, with his 
beloved fellow laborers, Mr. and Mrs, Williams, 
and make a missionary beginning in the heart of 
that tribe. Accordingly, in May, 1818, on the 
morning they were to leave Brainerd, the mission 
family assembled to take leave of the dear friends, 
who had been the first pioneers of Indian mis- 
sions under the patronage of the American 
Board. In the midst of weeping, Mr. Hoyt 
prayed, and those who were sufficiently compos- 
ed sung '' Blest be the tie that binds.'' Almost 
the whole mission family, excepting the children, 
accompanied Mr. and Mrs. Williams seven miles 
to the Tennessee river, and saw them safely on 
board a large boat, which had been procured ^ to 
carry them to a place called the Muscle Shoals, 
where they expected Mr. Kingsbury would meet 
them, as it was necessary for him to take a cir- 
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cuitous route on horseback, to visit Col. Meigs 
at the Cherokee agency. 

When they reached the boat, the party was en- 
larged by the addition of four native women, 
who were unable to speak English, but who 
could understand part of an English conversd^ 
tion ; they had travelled several miles for the 
sake of bidding the dear missionaries farewell. 
When all things were in readiness to push the 
boat off, a prayer was ofibred and a hymn sung. 

Delia. Did no person accompany them to the 
new country ? 

Comeiia, Yes ; a Mr. Ladd and an Indian 
guide. 

Jerome. Why did the committee send Mr. 
Kingsbury ? I think he had seen hardship and 
trouble enough at Brainerd, to deserve a little 
comfort after he had struggled so long. 

CarneUa, The committee chose him because 
there was no man in the country more 
suitable; he understood the Indian character 
better than any other missionary at their dispos- 
al, and had enjoyed great opportunities of ac- 
quiring a correct knowledge of men and things. 

Jerome, Did he not think it was hard to go 
again into the untrodden wilderness ? 
1* 
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Cornelia, No, indeed, Jeroihe. I hope yea 
will one day enter into the motives and feelings 
of missionaries, better than you do at present. 

Delia. How far from Brainerd was the Choc- 
taw station to be ? 

Cornelia, Four hundred miles. Mr. Wil- 
liams had taken a waggon in the boat, and when 
they arrived at Colbert's Ferry, they had the 
pleasure of receiving Mr. Kingsbury in a few 
hours ; after resting a day or two, they proceed- 
ed on their journey in the waggon, over two hun- 
dred miles, to the Chickasaw agency, where they 
were obliged to leave their waggon, and cross 
that great wilderness on horseback. Finding no 
other road than a pathway, they encountered 
^milar hindrances and difficulties to those ex- 
perienced by Mr. Finney, and Mr. Washburn, 
on their way to the Arkansas, which I tdd you 
about in your little bower ; like them, they were 
obliged to cut their way through many thickets 
of cane swamps ; however, they all arrived in 
safety at the Yellow Busha settlement, where 
they were very kindly entertained by Capt. Per- 
ry, a half breed, and many other native families 
showed them much hospitality. When the Sab- 
bath came, they were invited to hold a meeting, 
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and Mr. Kingsbury joyfally proclaimed pardon 
and salvation through a crucified Redeemer, for 
the first time in that dark region. 

Jerome. Did Mr. Kingsbury build houses, 
mills, &»c. as he did at Brainerd ? 

Cornelia, Yes ; but Capt. Perry allowed them 
to occupy one of his, till th^y had time to pre- 
pare materials to build for themselves. 

Delia. Who assisted Mr. Kingsbury, besides 
Mr. and Mrs. Williams ? 

Cornelia. Mr. Moses Jewell, with his wife, 
from the State of New York ; Mr. John G. Ka- 
nouse and wife ; and Mr. Peter Kanouse, from 
Rockaway, New Jersey, embarked at New York 
city, in June, for New Orleans, and reached the 
Choctaw nation in August, 1818, almost ex- 
hausted with fatigue. In less than a month, al- 
most the whole family were laid by, on account 
of sickness. Mr. Williams and Mr. Kingsbury, 
had a severe attack of fever ; before they recor- 
ered, Mrs. Williams sunk down so low, that for 
several days her friends despaired of her life. 
While she lay in this hopeless condition, Mr. 
Kingsbury attempted to give her some ether,— 
she faintly replied, '' My brother, Jesus is about 
to take roe to himself, and why do yon wish me 
to stay !" Her friend gently reminded h«r of 
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her obligations to preserve her life, if possible ; 
irom a sense of duty she took it, and soon after- 
wards some restorative cordials, with the happi- 
est effects ; the divine blessing so far attended 
the assiduous care of her anxious friends, that in 
a few weeks the health of this invaluable wo- 
man was perfectly restored ; but Mr. Peter Ka- 
nouse fell sick, and became so enfeebled, that he 
was obliged to leave the mission. Other mem- 
bers of the mission were sick, but a merciful 
Providence preserved the lives of all of them ; 
and so soon as they had. recovered; a site for the 
station was selected, and all engaged in building, 
and other necessary labors, with great zeal and 
tbankfukiess, though under very great disadvan- 
tages. 

DdicL Where did they select a spot ? 

Cornelia, On the Yellow Busha river, about 
thirty miles above its junction with the Yazoo, 
in the midst of a forest of lofty trees, the first of 
which was felled on the fifteenth of August, 1818. 
At the same time, the place was consecrated to 
the service of God, and aflerwards named Elliot, 
in memory of the excellent missionary of that 
name, commonly called the Apostle of the Amer^ 
icon Indians, In three or four days, the first log 
cabin was raised. 
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Delia. Were the Indians pleased with the 
prospect of a mission and school ? 

Cornelia. Yes ; those who had the most 
knowledge of the design of missions^ were high"* 
ly pleased, though much jealousy and misappre- 
hension were apparent in the conduct of many. 

Jerome. Why were any jealous ? 

Cornelia. I suppose, Jerome, it was occasion- 
ed by the wicked and openly immoral lives of 
the greater part of the whites, with whom they 
had ever had intercourse, as settlers or travellers 
through the nation. 

Delia. Did the missionaries find many whites 
near their place of settlement ? 

Cornelia. They found a number of men, but 
not one white woman, in that part of the coun- 
try. 

Jerome. Did Mr. Kingsbury commence a 
school immediately ? 

Cornelia. No, not for months ; you seem to 
have forgotten that the first tree was felled in 
August, and aAer that, the long sicknesses of the 
missionaries, and the departure of Mr. Kanouse, 
and other disappointments of help. 

Delia. Did not the Committee send out more 
assistants ? 
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Cornelia, Yes ; as soon as practicable. Mr. 
Aries V. Williams, brother of Mr. Loring S. 
Williams, arrived not long after Mr. Kanouse 
left, and in November, Miss Varnum, and Miss 
Chase, embarked at Salem, under the care of the 
Prudential Committee, for New Orleans, where 
they were met by Mr. Kingsbury, whose mar- 
riage with Miss Varnum was there solemnized. 

Delia, Married ! had she ever seen him be- 
fore? 

Cornelia, . Yes, cousin Delia ; they had been 
acquainted a long time, and were under a matri- 
monial engagement before Mr. Kingsbury went 
on a mission. 

Delia. Why did he not come to the North, 
and marry her ? would you have gone so far to 
meet a gentleman for such a purpose ? 

Cornelia. Mr. Kingsbury was in peculiar cir- 
cumstances ; the mission must have suffered in 
its infancy, without his fostering care ; his time 
was precious — the expense of returning would 
be very considerable, and he was conscientious 
in requesting Miss Varnum to take such a step. 
To her, it was a severe trial ; she had a high 
sense. of female delicacy and propriety, and a 
noble^ generous, and independent spirit ; she had 
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solemnly consecrated herself to the service of 
Christ among the heathen, and knew that her 
assistance was daily needed at Elliot, — her duty 
was made plain, and with Christian courage and 
submission, she took up her cross, and sacrificed 
feelings, which a less pious and more fastidious 
woman might not have done, and which in most 
cases would not be desirable, or'even expedient. 

Jerome. When did these ladies reach Elliot? 

Cornelia. In February, 1819 ; and on the 
last Sabbath of the next month, a mission church 
was organized, and the Lord's supper adminis- 
tered for the first time in that dark land. 

Delia, How many composed the church ? 

Cornelia. Ten ; all were connected with the 
mission. 

Delia, Were the natives present ? 

Cornelia, Some of them looked on with ap- 
parent wonder at the novel scene. 

Jerome, Did they construct the buildings for 
the mission, after the fashion of those at Brai- 
nerd ? 

Cornelia. They made soipe improvements ia 
the roofs, to screen them from the oppressive 
heat of the sun. The timbers for the roofs, 
were allowed to project eight feet in front, and 
eight feet back, which were supported by firm 
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pillars, and formed a fine open walk, like our 
open piazzas. 

Delia. How many houses did they build ? 

Cornelia, Notwithstanding all their hindran- 
ces from sickness, want of suitable tools, and 
laborers, they raised, and had made habitable, 
seven log houses, the largest of which was twen- 
ty-two feet by twenty, and the smallest, twelve 
feet by sixteen, in about two months after 
Mrs. Kingsbury arrived, in February. They had a 
mill, stable, and store-house, nearly completed, 
in addition to the houses, within ten months from 
. the time Mr. Kingsbury arrived at the Yellow 
Busha settlement. The timber f6r a school 
house, kitchen, and dining room, was nearly pre- 
pared, and the men had sawed by hand nine 
thousand feet of cypress poplar boards, to make 
furniture, floors, doors, &c. 

Delia. Was their mill a water-mill, or a 
wind-mill? 

Cornelia. Neither ; their mill was wrought 
by one or two horses. 

Jerome. Did they attempt to clear land for a 
plantation ? 

ComeUa. Yes ; they lost no time in making 
preparation to raise produce for the support of 



CHOCTAW MISSION. 17 

the mission family, and for scholars, whenever 
they were ready to open a school ; but the prin- 
cipal labor was performed by hired Choctaws ; 
the progress of clearing land, was greatly retard- 
ed from the want of oxen ; only three pair were 
owned in the neighborhood, which were occasion- 
ally loaned to the missionaries. 

Jerome, Why did they not go out and pur- 
chase some for the use of the mission ? 

Cornelia, Because they were not to be had. 
Mr. Jewell travelled more than a hundred miles, 
in pursuit of a few yoke, but returned home with- 
out any. 
' Jerome. What a hard life they must have led. 

Cornelia, Yes, such hardships as we know 
nothing of, but the name ; and to add to their 
burdens, ia consequence of a rumor that they 
were ready to receive scholars, eight children 
were brought more than a hundred and sixty 
miles, at a time when they were overwhelmed 
with the cares and bustle of clearing and build- 
ing. They knew not what course to take ; they 
were destitute of a school-house, and had no 
provisions to spare ; yet, if the children were re- 
fused, an unfavorable impression must be made 
upon the minds of the natives, and if they were 
2 
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received, those in the vicinity would pour in upon 
them, feeling they had equal rights. They de- 
liberated, and prayed for divine direction, desir- 
ing only to please God. It was concluded, that 
the children should remain, and a room in one 
of the cabins be appropriated for a school-room ; , 
and on the nineteenth of April a school was 
commenced with ten Choctaw children. The 
very next morning, Mr. Kingsbury was attacked 
with a bilious fever, which reduced him very 
low ; and before the end of June, not a member 
of the mission escaped a sickness of some kind 
or other. 

Delia* Had they not chosen an unhealthy 
situation for the mission ? 

Cornelia. They never seemed willing to al- 
low that Elliot was an unhealthy place, and 
probably the sickness was not so much occasion- 
ed by the particular situation, as the change of 
climate, and the poor and low diet which was 
altogether unsuitable to their 'Bircumstances. 

Delia, Were they unable to procure suitable 
food? 

Cornelia, Yes, they were, owing to an unu- 
sual scarcity of bread stuff through the winter. 
This, with the exposures and hardships of the 
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family, were, no doubt, the principal causes of 
so much suffering from sickness and debility. 

Delia, Had they no physician ? 

Cornelia. No, not till the first of August ; 
when, to the great joy of the whole family, Dr. 
Pride, from Cambridge, New York, arrived, and 
with him, Mr. Isaac Fisk, of Holden, Massachu- 
setts, a blacksmith and farmer, whose labors had 
been greatly needed for a long time. Soon after 
the arrival of these gentlemen, a national coun- 
cil was held, and Mr. Kingsbury attended by in- 
vitation. Puck-sha-nub-be gave two hundred 
dollars for the school, out of his yearly annuity 
from the United States' government, and when 
the subject of schools was discussed in council, 
Mr. Kingsbury made a short talk, and proposed 
that all who felt disposed to favor the school, 
might make a subscription of money, or live 
stock, as they chose, — a subscription was opened 
in the council-house, a considerable sum was 
su'bscribed, and a present of more than eighty 
cows and calves, with the promise of as many 
more every year ! 

Jerome. Eighty cows ! what could they do 
with them ? 
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Cornelia, I presume they stocked the planta- 
tion, with some of them, and ate the rest. 

Jerome, How could they keep them from run- , 
ning away ? I suppose they had no fences. 

Cornelia, It is probable they were not all 
brought at once, and as fast as the land was 
cleared, durable fences were built ; they enclos- 
ed yards for the cattle and a large garden, in the 
first weeks of missionary labor. 

Delia, Did their garden flourish ? 

Cornelia, Yes ; their apple, quince, and plum 
trees flourished finely, as well as vegetable pro- 
ductions for the table ; they were instructed to 
lay a broad and deep foundation for a comforta- 
ble, useful, and permanent establishment. 

Delia. Did the Indians listen with interest 
to preaching ? 

Cornelia, For several months they found it 
extremely difficult to procure a good interpreter, 
and they felt grieved, that their pressing labors 
to keep the mission in progress, prevented them 
from bestowing the time and labor necessary to 
impart much Christian knowledge ; besides these 
impediments, the expectation of the Choctaws 
was that schools were the main object, and that 
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the efforts of the missionaries would be directed 
to that alone. Therefore, they strained every 
nerve to prepare accommodations for as many 
scholars as might be offered. 

The Chickasaw Indians, hearing of the re- 
ception of scholars, made application for the ad- 
mission of their children. After consulting the 
Choctaw chiefs, who felt confident their pwn 
children would be quite as numerous as they 
could accommodate, and hearing all the evils 
stated, that might grow out of refusing the chil- 
dren of their Chickasaw neighbors, it was finally 
settled, that all the Chickasaw children whose 
father or mother were Choctaws, should be ad- 
mitted to the privileges of the school, and no 
others. 

Not long after the school commenced, and the 
mission family began to feel comforted with a 
brightening prospect of success, they met with 
a severe trial in the sudden death of an old 
Chickasaw woman, who had lived with them 
some time, and afforded valuable assistance. 

Jerome, What sickness occasioned her death 7 

Cornelia, The trial consisted more in the 
foanner of her death, than the event itself; for 
she was most inhumanly murdered. 
2* 
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Delia, Murdered ! by whom ? 

Cornelia, A young woman came a distance 
of twenty or thirty miles, to reside near the place 
where Elliot now stands : a short time before Mr. 
Kingsbury's arrival in that country, the girl fell 
sick, and an old woman, a conjuring doctor, en- 
gaged to perform a cure. The old woman went 
through a variety of operations, such as burning 
the body in many places, and producing ulcers, 
applying decoctions of roots and herbs, internal- 
ly and externally, until she pronounced her cur- 
ed ; the father was apprized of the recovery of 
his daughter, and came to conduct her home, — 
he settled the doctress's bill, by the payment of 
a horse, and went to bed with the intention of 
returning home early the next morning ; but 
during the night, his daughter was taken more 
unwell, and died the next night. It was imme- 
diately decided that she died of witch shot, A 
large reward was offered for the detection of the 
witch, — a conjurer was consulted, who denounc- 
ed the Chickasaw woman Ell-e-kee, as the witch 
who had done the deed. At that time, Ell-e-kee 
did not live with Mr. Kingsbury, but occupied a 
little cabin two or three miles off, with her two 
daughters, two little grand-daughters, and her 
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son about twenty, who went out to labor but 
came home at night. £ll-e-kee had no friends 
to revenge her death, and I have no doubt that 
was a principal reason for selecting her, power- 
ful persons being seldom charged with the crime 
of witchcraft. The father of the girl who died, 
attended . with a number of stout men armed 
with various instruments of death, went out in 
pursuit of their victim ; after ascertaining that 
she was absent from liome, thej retired to the 
woods till she returned, and then entered her 
cabin, saying they had been hunting for cattle. 
In her disposition Ell-e-kee was hospitable and 
affectionate, and she set ^ut for their repast the 
best her little cottage afforded ; after they had 
finished their supper, the leader of the band of 
ruffians slipped behind the old woman and caught 
hold of her hair, saying " I have bought your 
life ; you are a witch, and must die f she had 
only time to say, " other people tell lies, and you 
believe them*" before the murderers fell upon 
her, stabbing and cutting her flesh with their 
long knives, finishing the work of death, by 
dashing her head with clubs— as she fell, one of 
her little grand-daughters received her lifeless 
body, and thfe barbarians disappeared. When 
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the son of Ell-e-kee returned home, his heart 
was pierced by the shocking sight of his mur- 
dered mother ; this poor youth had often labored 
for the missionaries, and went to them immedi- 
ately with the sad tale of his woe. Mr. Kings- 
bury gave directions for a coffin to be made, and 
hastily repaired to the scene of death. He found 
the dreary cabin partially illumined by a dim 
fire ; the daughters were in the deepest affliction, 
and the little girls were sobbing with them over 
the remains of her, whom they all loved most 
tenderly. The mangled corpse lay upon the 
floor of earth bathed in blood, partly covered 
with a blanket. When it was removed, and her 
gaping wounds were viewed by the light of a 
cane torch, the grief of the mourners was again 
renewed, and their loud moans and sobs told the 
deep anguish of their bleeding hearts. My 
young friends, do you not feel that the Bible is 
above all price, when you hear a relation of such 
deeds of darkness as this ? Will you not labor 
and deny yourselves cheerfully and thankfully, 
that you may be able to send the glad tidings of 
salvation to the six hundred millions of the fam- 
ily of man, whose habitations are as full of cru- 
elty and wo, as the cabin of poor Ell-e-kee in 
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the Chg^ctaw wilderness ? I rejoice that I may 
look away from this mournful picture, and see 
so many happy faces and busy hands employed 
to send the light of life to the destitute. 

Delia. What could Mr. Kingsbury do for 
Ell-e-kee*s family ? 

Cornelia, He did all that could be done for 
their comfort and instruction ; the coffin was 
brought the next day, and a few neighbors col- 
lected ; the customary services were performed ; 
and after the coffin was lowered down, the peo- 
ple brought all her clothes, and what little mon- 
ey she had, and even the skins that formed her 
bed, and put them into the grave, and filled it. 

Jerome, Why did they do so? 

Cornelia, The Choctaws have some vague, 
indefinite notions of an hereafter, and suppose 
their friends will have need of the same things 
in that unknown state, that they most valued in 
the present life. A few years ago, when a man 
died, his favorite horses, dogs, cattle, &c. were 
shot, and buried in the grave with him. 

The Sabbath following this shocking transac- 
tion, Mr. Kingsbury preached from the words 
" The dark places of the earth are full of the 
habitations of cruelty." He discoursed freely 
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and plainly about the wickedness of their own 
cruelties and superstitions ; the people listened 
with such profound attention, the hope was cher- 
ished that the Lord had granted the hearing ear, 
if not the understanding heart. 

Delia, Is it a common thing to commit mur- 
der for supposed witchcraft ? 

Cornelia, The time to close this meeting has 
passed already ; your question shall be answered 
at our next. A hymn of praise for the blessings 
of the gospel was sung, and a prayer closed the 
labors of the afternoon. 
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CHAPTER II. 

When the Sabbath School Missionary Society 
met again^ Miss Katherine McEllroy presided, 
and all present were invited to make all the in- 
quiries they wished. Delia Claiborne did not 
feel the same freedom in proposing questions to 
Miss McEllroy, that she did to her cousin Cor- 
nelia ; but the conversation did not flag at all, 
for Miranda and Jane Hammond, Sarah and 
Emma Lanman, belonging to Miss McEllroy's 
class, asked questions so much faster than their 
teacher could answer, that she was obliged to 
check them. 

Miranda, Miss McEllroy, will you please to 
tell us about the Choctaw witches this afternoon ? 

Katharine. Miss Claiborne, what question 
did you propose, which was to be answered at 
this jneeting ? 

Delia, Whether it was common for murders 
to be committed for supposed witchcraft. 

Katharine, Yes ; many unhappy victims are 
sacrificed to this superstition every year. With- 
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in three years, in the Yellow Busha settlement 
alone, twelve persons were murdered ! It was 
but a short time after the death of Ell-e-kee, be- 
fore two other women were reported to be 
Wii.ches, and expected to suflfer death. Several 
of the most respectable half-breed females were 
greatly alarmed, and Capt. Perry, an influential 
chief, was at great pains to trace the origin of 
the rumor, which, after this faithful investiga- 
tion, soon died away. If a reward is offered 
large enough to arouse the avarice of the con- 
jurors, no persons who are destitute of power 
and friends are safe ; for their death is certain 
the moment they are accused. 

Sarah. Do they ever accuse white people ? 

Katharine, No ; the Indians say the whites 
and half-breeds eat so much salt, that witch 
arrows do not penetrate into them. 

Miranda. What effect did the kindness of 
the missionaries produce in their attentions to 
the afflicted family of Ell-e-kee ? 

Katharine. It did much to win the confi- 
dence of the natives. Afterwards, wheneler a 
family were in affliction, they would send for 
Mr. Kingsbury ; and if he could not visit them, 
they requested one of his brethren to come. 
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Some such little circumstances do much to en- 
courage and comfort the hearts of missionaries, 
vfho are not so apt to despise the '* day of small 
things/' or to neglect watching the hand of 
Providence, as their Christian friends who sit 
under the blazing noon of gospel light in New 
England. 

A knowledge of some truths preached by Mr. 
Kingsbury spread far and wide, and produced 
some effect upon the minds of a number, who 
had never heard him preach. A merchant who 
lived not far from Elliot, refused to sell goods 
upon the Sabbath, although a neighboring white 
trader sold to all who came. These tidings to 
the missionaries were like cold water to a thirst- 
ing soul. This was soon followed by a request 
to have Mr. Kingsbury attend a religious service 
at the house of the same gentleman every Sab- 
bath ; and it was soon apparent that the wife of 
the principal chief in that district had not heard 
a preached gospel in vain. Some encouraging 
movements with regard to temperance were 
made at a council in August, soon after the 
arrival of Dr. Pride and Mr. Fisk. Mr. Kings- 
bury attended this council, and found the whis- 
key very plenty ; but through the influence of 
3 
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Col. McKee, the United States' 'Agent, and 
Capt. Folsom, it was secured and put under 
lock and key till the business" of the council 
should be completed. During the session of the 
council, a white man was found dead in his 
tent ; two white men had slept by his side with- 
out knowing any thing had happened until they 
beheld him a corpse. 

Sarah, Do you think he had taken too much 
whiskey ? 

Katharine, . I am inclined to think he did ; 
for he was well as usual the day before, and ate 
a hearty supper. Whatever occasioned his 
death, it seemed to produce some solemnity. 
Col. McKee requested Mr. Kingsbury to attend 
the funeral, which he was willing to do. The 
body was interred without a coffin, or any other 
shroud than a blanket, at eleven o'clock of the 
day of his death ; and at twelve, Mr. Kingsbury 
was introduced to all the principal chiefs, and 
permitted to give them a public talky to which 
they gave very good attention. 

Jerome, Did the council meet in a town- 
house, like the Cherokees 1 

Katharine, No ; the place where the council 
met at this time was sheltered from the scorch- 
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ing rays of an August sun by the erection of 
posts, or forks, on which poles were laid, covered 
by bushes, the sides being all open. The great 
men of the nation were seated on the ground 
beneath this shade. A heavy shower began to 
fall soon after Mr. Kingsbury began his talk, 
which completely drenched the whole company, 
except four or five who were fortunate enough 
to have umbrellas ; but notwithstanding the rain, 
the chiefs listened with deep and fixed attention. 
Wh6n the rain abated, Col. McKee read two 
letters to the council, who then adjourned till 
the next morning. 

Jerome. Who gave talks the next day ? 

Katharine. Capt. Folsom, a half-breed chief 
of extensive influence and considerable informa- 
tion, made a most aniihated address upon the 
^ subject of schools, and opened a subscription for 
their support. More than a thousand dollars 
were subscribed immediately, and a large num- 
ber of cattle 1 

Emma. They did nobly, Miss McElIroy; 
do you not think so ? 

Katharine. Considering their poverty, they 
did give a large sum. 
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Jane, When did they get into their new 
school-house ? 

Katharine, I do not know exactly ; but after 
Mr. Fisk came, they drove business very rapidly. 
The school-house was finished upon the Lancas- 
terian plan, and was thirty-six feet by twenty- 
four. The dining room and kitchen measured 
fifly-two feet by twenty, with a piazza on both 
sides. 

A blacksmith's and joiner's shop, a granary, 
store-house, and several other small buildings, 
went up with surprising despatch ; and in a 
short time waggons, coarse furniture, and almost 
all kinds of agricultural implements, were made 
among themselves ; and every thing seemed to 
move on very pleasantly until Mr. Aries V. Wil- 
liams was attacked with an illness that soon ter- 
minated his most valuable life. 

Emma, Do relate the particulars of his life 
and death. 

Katharine, He arrived at Elliot some time 
previous to the return of Mr. Kingsbury from 
New Orleans with Mrs. Kingsbury and Miss 
Chase.' After some time he married Miss Chase, 
and ^ ievi weeks afterwards was taken sick of a 
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bilious fever, which bore him to the grave with 
surprising rapidity. Through all the progress of 
his disease, he was calm and resigned ; he was 
unable to converse much, owing to distressing 
pain and extreme debility. A beloved brother 
inquired about the state of his soul ; he replied, 
" I cannot say I have so lively exercises as I 
once had ; but I know Jesus is all-sufficient ; 
in him t trust ; and I feel that I can lean my 
head upon his breast, and breathe my life out 
sweetly there." When asked if he had ever 
regretted coming to that dark land to labor for 
Christ, he answered with emphasis, '' O no ; I 
only regret that I have done no more for him." 
He frequently urged his companions in labor 
" to be fervent in spirit — ^to live above the world 
— to let their light shine." To Mrs. Perry, the 
wife of the chief of that name, he said, " Can I 
not call you a dear sister in Christ ? Jesus is my 
friend ; I hope he will be yours." He would 
often say in his distress, "O my dear Saviour, 
what wait I for t Why dost thou so long delay 
thy coming?" To the whole mission family 
the death of this dear brother was a source of 
the keenest sorrow. The patience, fortitude, 
and cheerfulness with which he encountered 
3* 
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the various hardships, privations, and difficulties 
that fell to his lot, his heavenly-mindedness and 
well directed zeal, made him an invaluable helper 
in the mission. One of his brethren speaking 
of him in a letter said, " Few have been the 
days we have spent together ; but they have 
been pleasant. We have been united in the 
. best and most exalted labors, which bound our 
hearts together by the tenderest ties." 

Miranda, In such distressing seasons of 
sickness were they not obliged to suspend the 
school ? 

Katharine, I presume not; for there were 
nearly sixty scholars, and the family suffered 
from repeated sicknesses for months. Whatever 
else was neglected, the school was attended to with 
every possible care by some one of the family. 

Emma, Who was the regular teacher of the 
school? 

Katharine, Mr. Loring S. Williams, who 
also superintended the labor of the boys when 
out of school. Dr. Pride was steward as well as 
physician. 

Sarah, Miss McEllroy, were girls admitted 
into the school at Elliot ? 

Katharine, Yes, my dear ; there were thir- 
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teen females in school at the time of Mr. Wil- 
liams' death. 

Jane. What were the girls taught ? 

Katharine. Besides their school lessons, they 
were occupied out of school in two divisions ; 
while one was engaged in the dining-room and 
kitchen, the other was taught to spin, knit, card, 
and sew. They changed employment, so that 
all might have an equal opportunity for acquir- 
ing a knowledge of these useful labors. 

Jane, How old were the scholars ? 

Katharine.^ From six years to nineteen and 
twenty. 

Jane. How did they look 1 

Katharine. There was every shade of com- 
plexion in school, from pure Choctaw to almost 
perfectly white. 

Sarah. Did they understand English ? 

Katharine. Some of them had a partial 
knowledge of it ; but there were twenty-six en- 
tirely ignorant of English. 

Jane. Could they learn as fast as we can ? 

Katharine. Yes, Jane, quite as fast. In 
three days, several lads who had never seen the 
alphabet before, have learned it, and been able 
to read and pronounce syllables on the fourth ! 
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Jerome, They outdo us ; for here ',it often 
happens that children are months in learning 
their letters. 

Katharine, Some of the Indian children are 
dull ; but as a general thing they are quick to 
learn. The boys who learned so rapidly were 
more than fourteen years old, and extremely 
anxious to acquire an education. 

I once had two scholars of twelve or thirteen 
years old, who commenced with the alphabet ; 
and at the end of sixty days, one of them could 
read very decently in the Bible^ and the other in 
ninety days ! 

Jane, They must have been good scholars. 

Katharine, They were diligent girls ; and 
with equal diligence nearly all those who are 
present would be able to make perfect recita- 
tions at their day schools, and gain time to study 
their Sabbath school lesson, and to read their, 
library book with such attention that they could 
tell their teacher on the Sabbath almost all the 
book contained. 

Delia, Are the Choctaw girls as handsome 
as the Cherokee ? 

Katharine, Many of them are sprightly and 
very pretty ; but some have thought as a nation 
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they were not quite so beautiful as the Chero- 
kees. They are remarkable for their amiable 
and gentle dispositions. The yoiith connected 
with the school constantly ate, slept, studied, 
labored, and played together, without manifest- 
ing any desire to contend or quarrel among 
themselves. 

Cornelia, I sincerely hope this singular fact 
may not be lost upon those young persons in 
this enlightened land, who cannot live without 
strife, even under the paternal roof, with own 
brothers and sisters. 

Miranda, Were the scholars contented under 
the confinement of school ? 

Katharine, So much so, that for the first 
month, and I believe the first year, there was 
not an instance of a child^s leaving school, ex- 
cept at the regular vacation. 

Emma. Were all received who made applica- 
tion for admittance ? 

Katharine. O no ; the missionaries were com- 
pelled to refuse a great many, but almost every 
one who was refused manifested much grief. On 
one occasion, a young girl was so overwhelmed 
with sorrow on account of being refused, that 
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Mr. Kingsbury was constrained by her moving 
' entreaties to consent to her remaining. 

Jane. How did it happen ? 

Katharine, A caravan of Indians, in remov- 
ing from one part of the tribe to* another, en- 
camped near Elliot ; they gladly employed Mr. 
Fisk to repair their tools, as they intended to 
forego the chase, and live by agriculture in their 
new settlement. The travellers were invited to 
visit the mission school in the evening, and the 
missionaries took some little pains to have the 
school exhibit an attractive appearance. It made 
quite a splendid show after the pictures and les^ 
sons were arranged, and the room well lighted. 
The strangers entered the room with evident 
amazement and delight ; the neat appearance of 
the children ; their orderly, cheerful, and agree- 
able behavior ; their sweet singing and the 
brilliancy of the room produced the most pleas- 
ing effects upon the minds of the mission family, 
as well as their visitors, one of whom remarked, 
" he should not be tired of sitting there all night." 

The next morning, when the party were about 
ready to proceed on their journey, a young girl 
about, thirteen, plead most eloquently to be taken 
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into the school, she was told that many had been 
refused, and they could not receive another 
scholar ; her friends endeavored to pacify her, by 
reminding her that she had no clothes like the 
scholars, and that was a sufficient reason for her 
not remaining. To her it was no objection, for 
she owned a cow^ which she said she would sell, 
and purchase suitable clothing. Mr. Kingsbury 
felt unable to refuse any longer, and resolved 
she should stay, fully believing the Lord would 
provide. After his consent, a subordinate chief- 
tain, uncle to the little girl, offered to pay for her 
, necessary clothing and blankets ; and the de- 
lighted girl savj^ herself a member of the school. 
Cornelia, Who that has the means, can have 
the heart to withhold moral and religious instruc- 
tion from such interesting youth as are constantly 
presenting their petitions from the Choctaw na- 
tion? Who is not willing to deny himself 
for the sake of educating these heathen neigh- 
bors ? Who can have evidence that Christ has 
been formed in his heart the hope of glory, 
that feels unwilling to lend a helping hand to 
raise such precious immortals from the lowest 
depths of guilt and degradation, to the dignity 
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and happiness of ** sons and daughters of the 
Lord Almighty V* 

Katharine, I cannot believe the Indian tribes 
will e?er be neglected by the Christian commu- 
nity, as they have been in former years; a 
knowledge of their situation is im^reasing, and 
the sympathy of thousands has been excited^ and 
I trust the children in our highly favored Sab- 
bath schools will awake, and engage with great 
ardor in securing the means for their instruction 
in literature, morals, and religion. 

3£tranda. How large is the Choctaw nation,. 
Miss McEllroy ? 

Katharine, It comprises all the central part 
of the state of Mississippi, from the river 
of that name on the west, to the Tombigbee on 
the east, and from the Chickasaw nation on the 
north, to about thirty-two degrees south latitude* 

Jane, How many Choctaw Indians are there T 

KathSine, More than twenty thousand. 

Jane, Is the weather there much warmer than 
in New England ? 

Katharine, Yes ; the heat is not only greater, 
but it continues much longer, but the evenings 
are cool, and the nights often chilly. Their 
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winters are milder than ours, though they often 
experience severe storms and very cold weather, 
finding good fires and .warm cloaks as grate- ^ 
fill as with us. The winter of 1819-20 was 
uncommonly cold ; the snow sometimes fell deep 
enough to make good sledding, and the long 
storms of sleet and rain were hard to hear, es- 
pecially to the children, who, at that time, were 
thinly clad, and destitute of shoes. The weath- 
er proved the most uncomfortable about Christ- 
mas, which was a week of extreme vexation to 
the missionaries, from the manner in which the 
Indians had been accustomed to spend it. 

Miranda. What can heathen know about 
Christmas, Miss McEllroy« while they remain ig- 
norant of the Christian religion ? 

Katharine. .It is a melancholy fact that almost 
the whole that the Indians have ever learned from 
the whites, is, that somewhere near the close of 
the year, there is one day which is devoted to 
greater excesses than usual ; and on Christmas 
day, the Choctaws, if possible, outdo their civ- 
ilized neigKbars in eating, frolicking, and drunk- 
enness. 

The missionaries appointed a meeting on that 
day^ and endeavored to show them what the 
4 



42 CHOCTAW MISSION. 

scriptural reasons for rejoicing on Christinas 
were, and in what way this joy might be ex- 
pressed acceptably to God. About this time, a 
comfortable hope was entertained that a black 
man, who had been serious some time, had re- 
ally passed from death unto life. 

Jerome. Did Mr. Kingsbury live at Elliot when 
the Arkansas missionaries visited him 1 

Katharine, Yes ; they were received by the 
mission family on the second day of January, 
1820. Mr. Finney had formerly been acquaint- 
ed with Mrs. A, V. Williams, and as it had long 
been the wish of the family to have an appropri- 
ate sermon preached on the death of this warm- 
hearted missionary, Mr. Finney was requested 
to prepare a sermon, and preach it the coming 
Sabbath. It was a very comfortable season to 
the mourners, whose hearts were refreshed by 
the seasonable visit of Mr. Finney and Mr. 
Washburn, with their families — although they 
had no reason to expect to remain long at that 
time, their help was received with many thanks- 
givings. The Elliot mission family had been 
worn down with severe sickness, for months; at 
one time thirty-six, scholars and others, were con- 
fined to the house with mumps or pleurisy, and 
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sore eyes were very prevalent. The measles fol- 
lowec^the mumps, and desolated many dwellings 
in various parts of the nation. The natives were 
ignorant of the proper management of the sick, 
and awfully superstitious. 

Emma, How long did Mr. Finney and Mr. 
Washburn continue at Elliot 1 

Katharine, Till February ; they then left for 
the Arkansas country, travelled as far as the 
Walnut Hills, but found the rivers had overflowed 
their banks so far as to render travelling danger- 
ous. They were obliged to return and wait till 
May, when they departed and had a prosperous 
journey. 

Miranda, I suppose they found work enough 
to do at Elliot. 

Katharine, O yes ; for before they got back 
to Elliot, Mr. Kingsbury set out to commence 
preparations for a new station somewhere on the 
Tombigbee river, agreeably to the wishes and 
instructions of the Prudential Committee. 

Sarah, Did he prosper in this new enterprise ? 

Katharine, He did eventually ; though he had 
great difficulties to encounter and overcome. 

Jane, Where did he make a beginning ? 

Katharine. He went directly from Elliot to . 
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Col. Folsom*s, an excellent man, and a high 
chief, whose family mansion was called the jPt- 
geon Roost, where he was detained two or three 
days by the great rains that threatened to deluge 
the country. Mr. Kingsbury had been strongly 
attached to Col. Folsom from his -first coming 
into the nation, and had. received the kindest at- 
tentions, and many favors from this public spir- 
ited friend. With his accustomed kindness, he 
accompanied Mr. Kingsbury to aid him in se- 
lecting a situation for the contemplated new sta- 
tion ; they travelled together two days^ and 
reached Major Pitchlyn's. 

Delia, Who was he, Miss McEllroy ? 

Katharine, A public interpreter ; a white man 
who had married a Choctaw woman, and ac- 
quired great wealth, and who at that time mani- 
fested an interest in religion and seemed to desire 
a reformation in the morals and manners of his 
adopted countrymen. Mr. Kingsbury preached 
the next day to a few of his neighbors, among 
whom were two or three high captains, with 
whom the missionaries conversed with the ut- 
most freedom through an interpreter. They ex- 
pressed much gratitude for the opening prospect 
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of schools and preaching among their long neg- 
lected people. Mr. Kingsbury pursued his jour- 
ney, attended by Col. Folsom and Major Pitch- 
lyn, determined to choose the best possible 
place for the mission to be established. In writ- 
ing to a friend a description of this tour, Mr. 
Kingsbury said, " I felt a responsibility upon my 
mind, which I cannot express. My heart was 
lifted up in fervent supplications that the Lord 
would direct to that place where he would delight 
to record his name, and to erect monuments to 
his glory." They had intended to return to 
Major Pitchlyn's at night, but found they had 
travelled too far to think of returning, and en- 
deavored to reach a native hut in vain. There 
was no alternative, so they gathered some long 
grass in the woods, made a nice bed, and after 
commending themselves to God in prayer, re- 
tired to their grassy couch without food or fire ; 
but encircled in the arms of Omnipotence, they 
enjoy^ undisturbed and refreshing sleep. Early 
the next morning they continued their examina- 
tion, and finally decided upon the very spot on 
which they reposed through the night. 

Jerome. Where did they procure any food ? 

Katharine, Two hired men followed Mr. 
4* 



40 CHOCTAW MISSION. 

Kingsbury in a waggon from ElJiot with provision, 
clothing, tools, &c., who were obliged to swim 
over five creeks before they reached the Pigeon 
Roost, In addition to these men, he hired a 
young man and his wife from Alabama for 
several months. The building spot selected was 
a pleasant eminence, overlooking an extensive 
prairie towards the south, of inexhaustible fer- 
tility, near a beautiful creek about twelve miles 
above the junction of the Ook-tib-be-ha with the 
Tombigbee. 

Jane. How did they live without any kind of 
shelter 1 

Katharine. They made haste to erect a kind 
of camp, that would protect them from the 
storms. So fully set was Mr. Kingsbury upon 
the great object of his mission — the salvation of 
the heathen — that the very first Sabbath, under 
most depressing circumstances, he collected all 
the Indians and black people he could find, and 
preached to them with much freedom and com- 
fort. 

Miranda, Did the man and his wife join them 
immediately 1 

Katharine, No ; not for many days. They 
were very glad to see them when they did 
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arrive, for the labors of the men had been much 
hindered by attention to cooking and other 
necessary matters. The second Sabbath, Major 
Pitchlyn earnestly requested Mr. Kingsbury to 
come out and preach at his house ; but a heary 
rain prevented his going, and he held a little 
meeting for his own people in the camp, which 
was a most uncomfortable place, being thorough- 
ly wet and filled with smoke ; yet the health 
and spirits of the whole number were preserved 
with the exception of one man, whose courage 
wholly failed in view of their gloomy prospects. 
He abruptly mounted his horse and rode off, 
giving them to understand it would he a long 
time before they saw him again. For a few 
moments after his departure, Mr. Kingsbury felt 
perplexed, and his heart began to sink ; not so 
much on his own account (for he had so long, 
and with so much success, struggled to subdue 
every selfish consideration, that such labors, when 
performed for the conversion of the Indians, did 
not seem hard,) as on accountof those of his belov- 
ed companions in tribulation at Elliot, from whom 
he had just heard that they were almost over- 
whelmed with sickness and labor since he lefl 
them ; and they felt that his presence and assis- 
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tance was indispensable. He felt that it was 
nearly impossible to leave the post he now occu- 
pied, especially after the unexpected departure 
of the man who seemed most capable of giving 
efficient aid. After a few endeavors to roll all 
his cares and sorrows upon the arm of his Re- 
deemer, he pursued the toilsome labors of the 
day till near sunset, when to his perfect aston- 
ishment, the man who rode off with such fixed 
resolutions never to see them more, returned as 
firmly resolved to stand by them and labor tilt 
they were in a comfortable condition, let the 
weather and his sufferings be ever so severe. 
Emma, What occurred to change his mind 1 
Katharine. He travelled till he came to a 
creek which must be crossed by swimming his 
horse over ; and when he was ready to enter the 
stream, his mind was so deeply impressed with 
the certainty of being drowned if he attempted 
to pass over, that he made the resolution to re- 
turn, which he kept most faithfully. In such 
circumstances, his return was welcomed with 
peculiar gratitude by Mr. Kingsbury, who was 
not unmindful of the hand that led him back. 
After this the weathec was more favorable, and 
they greatly prospered in their work. In less 
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than a month fVom the day the house was begun, 
they removed into it, although in a most unfin- 
ished state. 

Sarah, How large was the house ? 

Katharine, Its size was twenty feet by twen- 
ty-two, entirely built of logs ; but it was a joyful 
day when they removed out of the old smoky, 
wet camp ; and they all felt that a light, dry, 
clean abode was indeed a luxury. 

Emma, Miss McEllroy, how long did Mr. 
Kingsbury remain, after he was settled in his 
new house 7 

Katharine, Only long enough to plant the 
garden and one corn-field. He then returned 
to Elliot, leaving his people in comfortable cir- 
cumstances, to prosecute the VFork he had pre- 
pared to their hands. On his way to Elliot, he 
preached at Col. Folsom's, and had a long and 
interesting conversation upon Indian improve- 
ment with that enlightened chief. He reached 
Elliot in safety on the twenty-ninth of March. 
' Miss McEllroy then read a chapter in the Bi- 
ble, and Cornelia closed the meeting with prayer 
as usual. 
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CHAPTER III. 

At the next meeting, Cornelia took the lead 
in conversation, to the no small satisfaction of 
Delia and Jerome Claiborne, who felt the most 
perfect freedom in asking their cousin any ques- 
tion they had the least desire to have answered. 

Delia. Cousin, will you please to begin this 
afternoon where Miss McEllroy ended her ac- 
count of Mr. Kingsbury's return to Elliot ? 

Cornelia, The fact that a new station was 
preparing, and another school to be opened, was 
echoed and re-echoed through the nation with 
such rapidity, sls toe know nothing of; and ap- 
plications from several districts were made im- 
mediately. Councils were held, and appropria- 
tions of annuities from government were made 
by the chiefs, for the support of schools, and 
blacksmith's shops, in several places. In the 
year 1820, the amount of annuities appropriated 
to these objects, was six thousand dollars annu- 
ally for sixteen years. 

Katharine, 1 think the chiefs manifested en- 
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iarged views, and a highly generous spirit in 
making such large appropriations. 

Delia, Why did the government pay these 
large annuities to the Indians 1 

Cornelia,* The Choctaws sold the United 
States large tracts of land, for which they en- 
gaged to pay them a specified sum in annual in- 
stalments. 

Sarah. Is the Choctaw country divided into 
states, like New England ? 

Cornelia, No ; it is divided into three large 
districts, called Upper Towns, Lower Towns, and 
Six Towns ; or western, northeastern, and south- 
ern districts. Each district has a mingo or king ;* 
each town or smaller division subordinate chiefs, 
captains, and warriors, who manage and direct 
the local affairs of the people. 

Miranda. How far was the new station from 
Elliot 1 

Katharine, About one hundred miles. 

Jerome. In which district was Elliot, and the 
new station ? 

Katharine. Elliot is in the Upper, and May- . 
hew, the name given to the new station, is in 
the Lower. The king and chiefs of the Six 
Towns were very importunate for a school in 
their district; but the missionaries could not 
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spare a man to engage in any new enterprise 
until a reinforcement should be sent to their 
assistance. 

Two of the Choctaw kings made a very agree- 
able visit at Elliot in 1820, attended by seven or 
eight of their most noble chiefs. After examin- 
ing the school, they expressed the most un- 
qualified approbation, and addressed the chil- 
dren in a very eloquent strain, exhorting them 
with great pathos to attend to the instructions 
of the Great and Good Book, which taught 
them to love all mankind. They received an 
invitation to spend the Sabbath at the station, 
with which they readily complied. One of the 
kings brought his nephew to leave at the school. 
This Choctaw lad was as wild as the deer pur- 
sued by the hunter. The king was anxious to 
have him taught to work as well as study ; for, 
said he, *' The Indians are so lazy, that they 
will hardly rise up to eat We have no way at 
home to employ our children, but to let them 
play ; I have brought my nephew here that he 
may be kept at work. I give him up to you to 
put him to a trade, or on a farm, as you please ; 
and do with him in every respect, as you think 
best." After the business was completed, Mr. 
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Kingsbury had a particular conversation with 
Mush-00-la-tub-be, the other regal visitant, upon 
the wide spreading evils resulting to his people 
from their enormous consumption of whiskey. 
The king listened patiently some time, and then 
broke out, " I can never talk with a good man 
without feeling displeased. The first thing I 
hear is about the drunkenness and laziness of 
the Choctaws. I wish we were travellers ,* tl^n 
we would see whether we are worse than every 
body eke. However, I am determined it shall 
be so no longer. We will have a greai talk, 
and stop the whiskey. I am tif ed of hearing 
my pe(^)le branded every wliiere with kzines^ 
and drunkenness.'' 

J^ia. What was the name of the 6ther king? 

ComeUia. Pok-sfaa-nub^be. He brough thi»t 
nephew, and made the address* 

Mirauku I should think the missionuies bid 
gained the entire confidence of the Indians, 
judging fi-om the conduct and conversalion of 
these highborn rulers.. 

Cemeha^ Fkerhaps nio inere men were: ever > 
found more worthy the confideQce of th^ fellow-* 
men than the first pioneers of ouc Indian mis^ 
siom. 

5 
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a few extracts from another letter of Mr. Hodg- 
•on, describing his inter?iew with Mr. Kings- 
bury in his own room, which with his accus- 
tomed hospitality he had resigned for the accom- 
Modation of his frknd. 

** A log cabin, detaohed from the other wood- 
en buildings, in the middle of a boundless forest, 
in an Indian country, consecrated, if I may be 
allowed the expression, by standing on mission- 
ary ground, and by forming at once the dormi- 
tory and the sanctuary of a * man of God;' it 
seemed to be indeed the prophet's chamber, 
with the * bed and the table, and the stool and 
the candlestick/ 

" It contained, also, a little book-case, with a 
valuable selection of pious books, periodical, 
biographical, and devotional; «mong which I 
found many an old acquaintance in this f<Heign 
land, and which enable Mr. Kingsbury, in his 
few moments of leisure, to eouTerse with many, 
who have long since joined the spirits of just 
men made perfect, or to sympathize with his 
fellow-laborers in Otaheite, Africa, or Hindoos- 
tan. About midnight we became thirsty with 
talking so much ; and Mr. Kingsbury proposed 
that we should walk to the spring, at a little dis- 
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lance. The night was beautifally serene after 
the heavy showers of the preceding night ; and 
the coolness of the air, the fresh fragrance of the 
trees, the deep stillness of the midnight hour, 
and the soft light which an unclouded moon 
shed on the log cabins of the missionaries, con- 
trasted with the dark shadows of the surround- 
ing forest, impressed me with feelings which I 
can iie?er forget." In speaking of the mission 
&mily, Mr. Hodgson remarked, ** I was partic- 
ularly struck, with their appareiit humility, with 
their kindness of manner towards one another, 
and the little attentions which they seemed so- 
licitous to reciprocate. They spoke very lightly 
of their privations, and of the trials which the 
world supposes to be their greatest ; sensible, as 
they said, that these are ofiej^ experienced in at 
least as great a degree, by the soldier, ihe sailor, 
or even the merchant* Yet, In this country 
these trials are by no means trifling. Lying out, 
for two or three months, in the woods, with their 
little babes — in tents which cannot resist the 
rain here, falling in torrents such as I never saw 
in Englandr'W^bin sound of the nightly howl- 
ing of wolves, and occasionally visited by pan- 
thers, which have aj^roached almost to the 
6* 
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door-^tlie ladies mast be allowed to require 
Mme courage ; while^ during many seasons of 
the year, the gentlemen cannot go tw^ity miles 
from home (and they are often obliged to go 
thirty or forty for provisions), without swimming 
Ihetr horses over four or five creeks. Yet, as 
all these inconvenieaees ar« suffered by others 
with cheerfiilness, from worldly motives, they 
would wish them suppressed in the mlsssonary 
xepoits, if they wero not > calculated to deter 
many from engaging as missionaries, under the 
idea that it is an easy, r^ired 'life. Their real 
^iaHs they stated to consist in their own imper- 
ftctionsy and in those mental maladies, which 
the retirement of a desert cam»>t care. In t}»s 
course ^ our walks, Mr. WiHiams pointed out 
to me a single tomb, in which he had deported 
the remains of a younger brother, who lost his 
nay in the desert in coming out to join them, 
and whose long exposure to rain and facing, 
laid the foundation of a fatal disease. It was 
almost in sight of one of those Indian mounds, 
of which the oldest Indians can give no account. 
They resemble the cairns in Scotland ; and one 
of the missionaries mentioned hammg seen a 
iskeleton dug out of one of them. I was grati- 
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fied by mjr visit to Elliot — this gtrdeiv in a moral 
wilderness ; and was pleased with the opportu* 
nity of seeing a missionary settlement in its in* 
faot state, before the wounda from recent sepa- 
ration from kindred and friends had ceased to 
bleed, and habit had rendered the missionaries 
fiimiliar with the peculiarities of their novel sit- 
uatioD. The sight of the children also, many of 
^lem still in Indian costnme, was roost interett- 
iBf. I could not help imagining, that, before 
me, might be some Al&ed of this western world, 
the fbtare founder of institutions which are to 
enlighten and civilize his country — some Choc- 
taw Swartz or £lltoC, destined to disseminate Uie 
blessings of Chris^nity from the Mississippi to 
tbe Pacific, from \be gulf of Mexico to the Fro- 
zen sea. I contrasted them in th^ social, their 
moral, and their religions condition, with the 
fitraggling hunters and tbeir painted faces, who 
occasionally stare through the windows, or, with 
the hM naked savages, whom we had seen a 
few nights be^e, dancing round their midnight 
fires, with their tomahawks and scalping knives, 
rending the air with theirfierce war wIkn^, or 
taking the woods thriM with their savage yells. 
But they form a still stronger contrast with the 
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poor IndisyiSy whom we had seen on the fron* 
tier — corrupted, degraded, debased by their in- 
tercourse with English, Irish, or American tra- 
ders. It was not without emotion, that I parted, 
. in all human probability forever in this world, 
from my kind and interesting friends, and pre- 
pared to return to the tumultuous scenes of a 
busy world ; from which — if life be spared — my 
thoughts will often stray to the sacred solitudes 
of Yellow Busha, as to a source of the most 
grateful and refreshing recollections." 

Mr. Kingsbury parted with his newly acquired 
friend upon the banks of the Yellow Busha, with 
stronger emotions of tender regard than he 
would once have conceived possible after so 
short an acquaintance. Mr .^Hodgson pursued 
his way through an Indian path till evening, 
when he found himself upon the borders of the 
Choctaw and Chickasaw nations, and called at 
a native dwelling for the night. He found his 
host wag a Choctaw, and his hostess a Chicka- 
saw. On his arrival, he found the man seated 
before his door, '' watching the gambols of fifty 
or sixty horses, which were frolicking before 
him ; and of more than two hundred fine catde, 
which at sunset were coming up' as usual, of 
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their own accord, from different parts of the ear- 
rounding forest, where they have a houndless 
and luxurious range." He told Mr. Hodgson 
that he had chosen this situation for the sake of 
retirement, as he could not be annoyed by neigh- 
bors^ no person living in some directions within 
fifty or a hundred miles. Here Mr. Hodgson 
staid two nights, and slept on a bearskin in the 
same room with his kind entertainers. The 
man spoke English with considerable fluency ; 
bat his wife said nothing. Their guest said in 
a letter, " I often smiled to find myself sitting 
over a cup of coffee, between a Chickasaw and 
Chocuw." 

Katharine, The account you have read from 
Mr. Hodgson's letters is very interesting, and 
throws much light upon the condition of the na- 
tives, before and after they were brought under 
missionary influence. 

DeUa. Cousin, what measures with regard to 
the new station did Mr. Kingsbury pursue after 
his return to Elliot ? 

Cornelia, His first object was to select the 
best route to Col. Folsom's, which was about 
sixty miles from Elliot ; and to throw a kind of 
rude bridge over the several streams, that had 
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hitherto impeded their journeys. All the men 
at his immediate disposal engaged upon the new 
road with great energy ; and after performing 
about sixty days' labor, they had the satisfaction 
of seeing a four-horse waggon come in from 
Tennessee by the way of the Pigeon Roost 

Delia, I do not think I fully understand what 
is meant by the Pigeon Roost. 

Cornelia, I think I have explained it to yon ; 
but if I have not, I will ask, if you understand 
what is meant when we say we «rode as far as 
Mount Holyoke,or Monticello,or the Hermitage 1 

Delia, Certainly, I do. 

Cornelia, WeW, the Pigeon Roost is simplj 
the name given to C61. Folsom's house and 
plantation, where he resides with his family. 

Delia, I believe, cousin, you did tell me once 
before now. Please to forgive my carelessness. 

Jerome, Was the new road a pleasant one ? 

Cornelia, Compared with our turnpikes, it 
was not a smooth road ; but it coiild be travelled 
without endangering life or property, which is 
more than can be said of most of the pathways 
through the wilderness. The Tennessee wag- 
goner stopped long enough to have some impor- 
tant repairs made to his waggon. He seemed 
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pleased to meet Mr. Kingsbury again, for he met 
him on his way to the Yellow Busha settlement 
for the first time, and spoke in the most discour- 
aging manner about his enterprise to reform and 
civilize the natives. 

Jerome. What did he say when he witnessed 
the happy results of their labors ? 

Cornelia, If possible, he expressed more sur- 
prise at what had been accomplished, than he 
did at seeing sensible men engage in what he 
formerly called a " hopeless undertaking" He 
was so delighted with the appearance of the 
school, that he made little presents to the chil- 
dren, amounting to fourteen or fifteen dollars. 

Jerome, The arrival of the first four-horse 
waggon at Elliot was an important event in the 
history of its establishment. When did it occur ? 

Cornelia, On the fi^urteenth of June, 1820. 

Miranda. Were there enough missionaries 
at Elliot to manage the concerns of two stations ? 

Cornelia, No. The Prudential Committee 
fitted out a large number, who left the north in 
season to have reached the Choctaw nation in 
time to have afforded them important aid in 
preparing the station at MayheW| if their pro- 
gress had not been retarded by sickness and 
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Other unforeseen misfortunes. Afler great de- 
lays, Mr. and Mrs. Wood arrived in the Indian 
country, between one and two hundred miles 
from Elliot, where they were both taken sick. 
Mr. Loring S. Williams, brother to Mrs. Wood, 
went out to conduct them in, but found his sis- 
ter in a most pitiable situation, and unable to be 
moved. 

Delia. Were they comfortably situated t 
Cornelia, They were lodged at the house of 
a white man, who wished to make them com- 
fortable, but he was destitute of the means. 
The missionaries sent on a pack horse with 
necessaries for their relief. Mr. Kingsbury had 
been absent several days upon important busi- 
ness, and was returning home when he received 
a letter from Dr. Pride, who had gone to assist 
the sufferers, saymg that Mr. Wood was much 
worse. Mr, Kingsbury hastened to see, and 
comfort them. He found their symptoms a little 
more favoraUe, and returned home, where he 
found sickness had again entered the family and 
neighborhood. In less than two days, a Mrs. 

C died of bilio«s fever. The mission fam 

ily were desired to attend the funeral, where re- 
ligious serrices were performed ; but the native 



CHOCTAW MISSION. 65 

custom of burying clothing, jewels^ &rO. with 
the corpse was observed. It was thought arti- 
cles, worth two hundred dollars at least, were 
thrown into her grave. The day following these 
funeral sdemnities, a Mr. Beckwith, from Con- 
necticut, who had been to the south for his 
health, made Elliot in his way to the north, and, 
afler a short time, died. It was an 'affecting 
occasion ; yet the family could not but rejoice 
that a merciful Providence Ted him to their dwel- 
ling, where he received every attention Chris- 
tian kindness could bestow. The missionaries 
felt it a privilege to smooth the dying pillow of 
a pious stranger, and whii^r in his ear the Con- 
solations of the gospel. 

The day after the funieral of Mr. Beckwkb, 
Mr. Kmgsburj was (Miged to leave the fiuaily 
«and go to Mayhew. He was followed in a day 
or two by a man to labor on the buildings, and 
another with a new cart loaded with supf^es, 
who bore to him the unpleasant tidings thai Dr. 
Pride was seriously ill of ague and fever. About 
the same time, many of the misdon family were 
afflicted with sickness. The vaoatioii eom- 
Boeneed in August, and most of the scholars 
went home for a visit ; but those that reiiiaiQad 
6 
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at Elliot were, with scarcely an exception, taken 
with ague and fever, or a bilious fever. It was 
a great mercy that Dr. Pride so far recovered as 
to be able to prescribe for the sick. 

Delia. How long did the sickness continae 1 
' Cornelia. A long time. Early in September, 
the mission suffered a severe shock, and an irre- 
parable loss in the sickness and death of Mr. 
Fisk. 

Jerome. Did he die of fever ? 
• Cornelia. Yes, and his sufferings were m- 
tefM|e; but he was happy in his mind, and 
seeij^jd to rest in peace in the arma of that 
Saviour, whom he had long loved and served 
with uncommon affection and fidelity. He did 
not express a wish to live another moment, ex- 
cept' he could labor for the advancement of the 
kingdom of his Redeemer. He -urged hisbreth- 
ren to keep before' their minds the retributions 
of eternity, and to rhasten their preparations to 
meet the king of terrors. He besought all his 
beloved associates in the missionary work, *J to 
live in peace, and to abound in the good work 
of the Lord." His life, was protracted far be- 
yond the. most sanguine hopes of his friends. 
He had felt a strong desire to see Mr. Kingsbury 
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before he should be unable to speak with him ; 
and one morning he told a member of the fam- 
ily, that he did not know why he was continued, 
unless it was to enjoy that privilege. No time 
was set for Mr. Kingsbury's return, and he had 
not been informed of his friend's illness ; yet, 
that very evening he came home. Mr. Fisk 
lived several days after this, improving all his 
strength in exhorting those around him to pre- 
pare for such a scene as he was passing through, 
and encouraging his brethren to abound more 
and more in every good word and work. 

Emma, How long was he sick ? 

Cornelia, About two weeks. 

Delia. Were the Indians affected by his sick- 
ness and death ? 

Cornelia, Yes ; they were very much attached 
to him, and hovered round his dying bed, say- 
ing, " The good man is going to die, and we 
have come to see him." He said to them, *' Do 
not be discouraged ; God had a little work for 
me to do here, and I have done it, and am going 
to leave you ; but be not discouraged ; God will 
not suffer his work among the Choctaws to 
cease; he will send other men to teach your 
^^hildreo." In the journal of the mission, it was 
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said of Mr. Fisk^ '^ In laborious industry, in pa- 
tient self-denial, in pious example, in holy and 
ardent devotion to the missionary cause, he waa 
pre-eminent." 

Miranda. O what mournful days the missioa- 
aries to the Indians have seen ! 

Cornelia, Yes, my dear, they have seen heavy 
afflictions ; yet in the triumphant death of those 
who have rested from their labors, the survivors 
have had much occasion for joy and thanksgiv- 
ing. Sick and sad as they were on the day 
they committed the remains of this highly prized 
brother to the grave, their sadness was turned 
into praise two days aderwards, when they em- 
braced their fellow-laborers, Mr. and Mrs. Wood. 

Jerome, Had they quite recovered 1 

Cornelia. No ; the fever had not left them, 
and they were very weak and feeble; but they 
were recovering slowly, and it was thought 
surely rising to their accustomed vigor. 

In a few weeks after the arrival of Mr. and 
Mrs. Wood, Mr. and Mrs. Kingsbury removed 
to Mayhew, accompanied by two or three assist- 
ants. 

Jerome. Did Mr. Kingsbury have • the care of 
both stations 1 
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Cornelia, For a considerable time he had ; 
but he received much assistance from Mr. Wil- 
liams and Dr. Pride. The latter gentleman 
went to reside at May hew not long after the re- 
moval of Mr. Kingsbury's &mily from Elliot. 

Miranda, Had not the reinforcement arrived, 
which you mentioned as having been detained 
by sickness and other calamities ? 

Cornelia, No ; they did not reach Elliot till 
March, 1821, full six months after they set out 
from New England. 

Sarah. I should like to hear the history of 
their long journey. 

Cornelia. You must wait till we meet again, 
for it is a long and melancholy story. 

Before the meeting wds closed, the following 
hymn was sung : 

With my substance, I will honor 

My Redeemer and my Lord ; 
Were ten thousand worlds my manor. 

All were nothing to his word. 

While the heralds of salvation 

His abounding grace proclaim ; 
Let his friends of every station. 

Gladly join to spread his fame. 
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May his Idngdom be promoted. 
May the world the Saviour know ; 

Be my all to him devoted. 
To my Lord my all I Owe. 

Praise the Saviour, all ye nations, 
Praise him all ye hosts above ; 

Shout with joyHd aedamatiens, 
Hk divine— victeilois lore. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

AiMOsrr as soon as the society met the next 
timCy Miranda lequesledl Miss McEllroy to gife 
the hialory of the misskmary tr&T^len to the 
<3hootaw coastry. 

Kmtkarime. The reinfof oenrait of whom you 
inqwed oonsisted of Mr. CushflMui, Mr. Smith, 
and Mr. Bavdwell, with their families/ from Go* 
abeii, Mass., Mr. Hooper from Maine, Miss Fris* 
aelie from Pern, Mass^ and Mias Thaoher from 
Piesmsj^vania, and Mr. Byington, a lice^ised 
preacher, who received his theological education 
. at Andof er. They travelled la company over 
land to Pittshurg, Penn., and were advised by 
the committee to proceed the whole journey by 
land ; but grouping weary of a land carriage, 
they wer^ advised to descend the waters of the 
Ohio and Mi88is8i{>pi, as f«r as the Walnut Hills. 
Seing ignorant of the danger as well as Khe di^ 
ficulty of a journey in the winter from the Wal- 
nut Hills to EUiot, they embarked at Pittsburg 
on boaid a lai^e fUit bottomed boat called an 
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Arh, on the fourth of November, but did not 
reach the hills till the last of December. There 
they were obliged to divide the company, and 
Mr. Cushman, with his fkmily, and Mr. Hooper, 
took a waggon, and at the end of eighteen days 
found themselves at Ma^hew. Mr. Bardwell^ 
his family, and Miss Frkoelie, remained ajt the 
hill to protect the property of the Board, which 
had been deposited there to a large amoaat^ 
waiting for the anriral of the Choctaw packet to 
carry it to Elliot and Mayhew. After wuting 
some time, and finding the rivers rise so as to 
render it unsafe to go by water, JV^. Burdwell 
secured the property in t^ie best manner he was 
^ble, procured horses, and pursued his journey 
on horseback through the wilderness to Elliot 

Jerome. What became of Mr. Byington, and 
Mr. Smith? . 

ComeUu. Mr. Byington hearing that Dr. 
Worcester, the Corresponding Secretary of the 
American Board of Missions, was expected at 
Natchez in leeble befdth, on his w^y to the mis- 
sionary stations, wient to Natchez to his assist- 
ance and to accompany him in his journey. Mr. 
Smith, his family. Miss Tbacber,aind Mr. Dyer, 
who had come finom EUi6t to:meet:.ther% took a 
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boat -and attempted to ascend the Yazoo river ; 
at that time the water was low, and it was 
thoaght the whole number of hands, might row 
as far as Elliot in less than three weeks. 

Jerome, Who were in the company to row, 
except Mr. Smith and Mr. Djer ? 

Cornelia, Mr. Smith's two oldest sons, one a 
lad of fourteen, the other fifteen, and his daugh- 
ter, nearly as old, besides Miss Thacher, who 
willingly assisted. 

Jerome. How large was the boat 1 

Cornelia, It was thirty feet long, and capable 
of carrying three or four tons ; it had a little 
deck. They embarked on the second of Feb- 
ruary, 1821 ; but did not make much progress 
the first two days, and the third being the Sab- 
bath, they erected seats on the banks of the river, 
and spent the day in religious conversation, read* 
ing, singing, and prayer. The next day they 
were disappointed of a man they had expected 
to obtain to help at' the oars, and it was agreed 
that Miss Thacher and the eldest daughter of 
Mr. Smith should steer the boat by turns, which 
they continued to do till they reached Elliot. 
On their route were many lakes and small rivers, 
which at some seasons of the year were swollen 
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by the rains to a majestic size, and it was no QH' 
common thing for boats to get lost among ffaem, 
if they attempted to ascend the river without a 
skilful pilot. After rowing a few days, the waters 
began to rise, and the current grew stronger ev- 
ery hour ; not a human being was to be seen, 
except now and then a savage Indian appeared 
in the bushes, on the banks of the river, and 
asked Tor tobacco, powder, and lead. After 
the first three weeks, they never saw an Indian 
till they landed near Elliot ; hundreds of huts 
were to be seen near the shore, but not one con- 
tained an inhabitant. 

Jerome. What kind of houses were they ? 

Cornelia, Only temporary huts, made by driv- 
ing a few posts into the ground, and covering 
the tops with bark, or skins of wild animals. 
The Indians do not commonly live very near the 
rivers in that region, but on the high lands, 
where they raise their corn, and only occupy 
these huts during the hunting season, where they 
usually remain till the rivers rise and overflow 
the whole country, which had occasioned their 
precipitate flight at the time Mr. Smith passed 
through their country. Within three weeks from 
the time of their embarking on the Yazoo, the 
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third daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Smith was at- 
tacked with an inflammatory sore throat ; her 
illness occasioned much alarm, hut it soon yield- 
ed to medicine, and in a week the little girl had 
nearly recovered. , 

The thunder tempests they experienced, while 
on this solitary river, were very awful and sub- 
lime. One evening, just as they ran ashore for 
the night, a dark cloud hung in the w^t, and 
presently rose immediately over their heads ; it 
suddenly became very dark, and the roaring of 
the wind, and the crashing of trees, told them 
dangers were fast thickening around. The gen- 
tlemen rushed out to see if any change for the 
better could be effected in their circumstances. 
By the streams of lightning, they saw three or 
four large trees hanging directly over the boat. 
At the same moment, the trees began to fall in 
every direction, on both sides of the river. This 
little bark survived the tremendous war of the 
elements, and not one hair was injured of its 
helpless inmates ; the morning light discovered 
the power and mercy, of their Almighty protector, 
for the trees and limbs were scattered so near 
them, that their escape was truly wonderful. 
The current grew so rapid, they were obliged to 
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steer as close to the shore as' possible, which of- 
ten endangered their lives and limbs from the 
huge branches of the trees, which spread far 
over the water, and often threatened to sweep 
them off the deck ; many times it was impossi- 
ble to pass under the branches, and those who 
steered, were obliged to climb over them, and 
gain the boat on the other side. 

The most severe trial of this afflicted family 
was still in reserve ; about a week after the re- 
covery of the little girl, her eldest brother, about 
fifteen years old, was attacked with the same 
disorder ; medicines that proved beneficial in the 
case of his sister, in his were utterly vain ; in 
less than three days his situation was truly dread- 
ful — his throat was swollen so much, as to ren- 
der it difficult to swallow even liquids ; his mouth 
and nostrils were nearly filled with canker, and 
his whole appearance too plainly indicated a fa- 
tal issue. Their medicine was exhausted, and 
the only articles of food were pork and beans, 
with river water ; this had been their only fare 
for nearly a week. The river had swollen till it 
had overflowed its banks, and overwhelmed the 
country, except the bluff banks, so that they ap- 
peared to be floating on the bosom of an im- 



OiOCTAW MISSION. 77 

mense lake. The labor of rowing had increaa* 
ed from the time of their embarkation, and their 
strength had mcnre rapidly decreased since their 
watchings and tfnxious cares for the sick. When 
the night overtook them, they could no longer 
go to the shore, bnt were obliged to fasten their 
barge to a tree in the tnidst of the water, until 
returning day-light enabled them to struggle 
agaisBt the current with their feeble oarsi*- After 
Russell had been sick a week, Mr. Dyer thought 
it possible he might leave the boat, and find a 
nearer way to Elliot by land, as on that day they 
got a fine view of a high ridge, in the direct 
course of Elliot, as he fondly hoped. Just as he 
was taking leave of his afflicted friends, Mrs. 
Smith perceived a change in her son, and beg* 
ged Mr. Dyer to remain ; he thought it best to 
make a trial for help, and lefl the boat, but re- 
tuvned iqnmediately ; for he soon discovered the 
land eiUended but a few rods. R4i8Sell languish- 
ed but a sh^rt time, and expired without a sigh. 
Mr. Dyer .agisted the father in preparing the 
corpse fi>r the grave-^some shelves in the bat- 
teau were used £»^ making a coffin, and Mr. 
Sttdth with las own hands made a grave for his 
dear sod, near the {dace where Mr. Dyer had 
7 
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landed^ hoping to reach the dwellings of man. 
It was several hours after the death of this youth, 
before all the last offices were performed. About 
noon, the day after his departure, they \eh the 
mournful scene, and pursued their painful course, 
but after rowing a little more than a mile, the 
Choctaw packet hove in sight — it was a joyful 
moment to these grief-worn pilgrims. They 
were furnished from the packet with abaadant 
provision. After this, they continued on their 
way, but suffered more sickness, and many dan- 
gers. Mr. Smith was preserved from a watery 
grave in the most remarkable manner, and after 
several more wearisome days and nights, they 
ee^ied a canoe with help from Elliot, and on the 
nineteenth of March, they arrived at the land- 
ing. Mr. Dyer and Miss Thacher walked to the 
mission house, while Mr. Smith and his family 
remained in the batteau till morning ; then Mr. 
Kii^sbury sent a waggon to convey them to the 
long looked for place of rest^ They were re- 
ceived with tenderness, and all felt prepared to 
sympathize in their afflictions; for one of^the 
men on board the packet had returned to the 
mission, with intelligence of their sofferings, and 
the canoe bad been fitted out for their relief. 
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Kathatine. This family were called to more 
severe trials, than usually falls to the lot of mis- 
sionaries. 

Cornelia. It is true ; but it seems important 
that those who contemplate engaging in the ex- 
alted work of missions, should count the cost as 
far as is practicable, lest their faith and zeal 
tJutte, at the time when they must sink without 
it. In the case of Mr. Smith and his wife, the 
supports of religion were sufficient to sustain 
their souls, and keep them in peace ; their hearts 
did not shrink from toil and suffering, in the 
darkest hour ; and never did the cause of mis- 
sions appear more worthy of sacrifices than 
while their hearts were bleeding with anguish 
over their dying child. Mr. Dyer and Miss 
Thacher also displayed much Christian heroism, 
during all the trying scenes through which they 
passed. Their kind and affectionate attentions 
to Mr. and Mrs. Smith's fkmily were received 
with gratitude, and remembered with admiration. 

Delia, Cousin, what became of Miss Thach- 
er! 

Cornelia. She labored in the mission with ac- 
ceptance and success, married Dr. Pride, and • 
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after sev^al years left the mission, and retired 
to PeoDsylvania. 

Jerome, Was it the same Dr. Worcester whe 
died at Brainerd, that Mr. Bjipgton went to 
ipeet at Natchez t 

Cornelia. Yes. It was hoped a change of 
climate would improTe his health, as he had 
been feehte a long tioj^ before he left the north. 

DeHa. Did he visit Elliot 1 

Cornelia, It was his intention to ha?e visited 
both Elliot and Mayhew, but when he, reached 
the Pigeon Roost, he was too ill to travel, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Kingsbury went down to attend 
upon him* Col. Folsom showed him the kind* 
ness of a brother ; while there, it was decided 
that his strength was not sufficient to bear a 
journey to Elliot, and after a partial rec<Hr«ry he 
wrote a most aiectionate letter to the membera 
of the mission family, at that station. 

Miranda. Have you that letter in your pos* 
session ? 

Cornelia. 1 have, and will read a part of it: 
(Reads.) 

'' Pigeon Roost, AprU 16, 1821. 
** Dearly beloved in the Lord, — In' various 
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scenes and changes, the perils of the sea, and 
the perils of the wilderness, in much weakness, 
weariness, and paiufulness, my heart has be^n 
cheered with the anticipation of being refreshed 
at Elliot. At present, however, it appears to be 
the wiM of onr ever to be adored Lord and Mas* 
ter, that the anticipation so fondly entertained, 
should not be realized ; I bow to his sovereign 
pleasare,-*always good — infinitely good. Still 
my heart melts with longing, with tenderness 
towards that consecrated spot of so many prayers 
and rows; toils and tears; consolations and 
hopes ; towards all the members of the mission- 
ary family ; both those whom 1 have seen, and 
those I have not seen ; towards the dear children 
of the forest, thie objects, of benevolent instruc- 
tioo, and labor, and care. As many of you as 
can conveniently come to Mayhew in season for 
the purpose, I should rejoice to see there. May 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus* Christ, 
the Father. of mercies, and Qod of all grace, 
bring ybn nearisr to himself, and keep you more 
ratireiy in bis love,— grant you abundant sup- 
ports and oonsolaibns in the work of faith,T«the 
patience of hope, and the labor of love ;-?4nake 
yoa faithfiil unto death. May he bless the school, 
7* 
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and prosper the work in the nition, and make 
this wilderness and solitary place to be glad for 
jou ; and this desert to rejoice and blosdom as 
the rose. And when oor labors and trials on 
earth shall be finished, in bis iniinito mercy may 
we meet in his presence abore, and rejoice in 
bis giory fererer. 

Most sincerely yoors in the Lord, 

S. WORCB^VM." 

Ka^anm. Dr. Worcester's death was co»t 
mdered a great public calamity by many of tbe 
most faithfiil serrants of bis and their adora^ 
Master and Redeemer. 
Miranda. Why was it so, Miss McEIlroy 1 
Katharine. In my view^ his loss as a man of 
• pra^r, was Tery great. He had snoh disioin^ 
ested lore to all the family of inva, who with 
himself were safieringnpcounted sorrows in ceo^ 
9eqaence of their -total eMraiigement from God, 
that he was willtog, nay, anxioos to make aaori^ 
fices, and qiany prayers, night and day, that ^ny 
might be brougfal under the inAienoe 4tf.:tbe 
only remedy ibr lost 8inners*H-the gospel of Jeso^ 
Christ. He had the most unsbajteti confidene^ 
in the promises of Jefaovah,-^the «hty of mOlea^ 
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aial glory was a premise of Qod which faaco*i 
stantly kept in his mind and heait,*-^hat it waa 
to be ushered in through the instf umentaJUtjr oS 
man, he fiilljr believed ; for the accefliplishmettt 
of this divine promise, he labored and ptayody 
and literally exhausted all th^ powevs of a ros 
bast constitution ; be did nbt evea coiint his lid 
dear upto htm, if it might advance the kmgdbil^ 
of the glorious Redeemer. If the death of any 
man can be called a public calamity, it mi|8l bt 
such men of MHn and prayer as Dr. WoBceater. 

jDeH(JL When did he re^h Mayhewi 1 . . 

ComeKcL On the twenty^fiftk of April, ami 
left the seventh of May. Some of the mi^^eoa 
aries from Brainerd met him at Mayhew, aikl as 
many from Elliot, as had health aad 6oi:^d be 
spared, \raot also, to receive his last counsels and 
iofltructions. They fipeat a Sabbatl^ lit Mayhew^ 
where Mr. Hoyt preached in the rtiomiog from 
the words, '^Let brdherly love ODntintie,^' and 
Dr. Worcester addressed them fkdm the ^ec^nd 
chapter of Phillippians, from the first to the 
eighteenth verse. A church vf^s organized, and 
tidings came fropi fllliot, afrer the Sabbath, that 
a aeriousftciis among the boys of the school coton 
menced, after the departure of ihe^ misaioiiarAes 
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for Maybew. The parthig scei» was troiy af« 
fecting,-— Mr. Kin^sbary accompanied his rever- 
td patrbD and friend as far as Columbus, and 
Dr: Pride engaged to attend him to Brainerd, but 
after travelling a hundred miles,. Dr« Pride had , 
an attack of ague^ which disabled him from pur- 
suing hki journey. A young man was hired to 
drive Dr. Worcester's carriage to Brah^rd, where 
he rested from all his labors on the seventh of 
June, 18SL 

Duriag this visit, the Rev. Alfred Wright was 
stationed at Mayhew, ai)d the Jlev. Mr. Byington 
4t EIBot, where Mr. Wood took charge of the 
boys', and Miss Thacher of the girls' school. 

I>eU0. What became of Mr. Loring S. Wil- 
liams, the i9rmef tnstructer ? 

CorneUa. He was obliged to travel on account 
of ill health ; he therefore undertook an explor- 
ing tour, with a -view to ascertain the real senti- 
ments, of the Indians generally, respecting edut 
cation, and if he found it expedient, to select 
00'me place for a local school. 

Jerome. Did he mieet with success? 

Carnelid, He found the peopled Hving near a 
settlemeht called the French Gamps, on. the 
Natchez road, very desirous of a school ; the 
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men were mostly whites, with Glieetaw fataiKefl. 
They offered to erect suitable buildiDgs,-r*tD &r#> 
nish proTiflions for the support of a teacher's 
^UBily, and all |he Choctaw children, who lired 
too hx didtant to board at home ; and ta provide 
help for doing the fiiqaily work, besides prepaiing 
a garden, cornfield, dzrC. &c. 

Jerome. Was their ofier acoepted t 

CameKct. Yes ; after a while Mr. Williams 
resMved his family from Elliot, and Mrs. Wil- 
liams taught the school, while her husband aided 
the people in their preparations br a respectable 
establishment* They built a very comfortable 
honse, containing ^ve rooms, md a wide InM 
through the whole lisngth, and large piazzas, acr 
cording to the fashion of the country. 

Miranda, Where were the French Cam|>8 s^ 
m^ed? 

ComeUa. On rising land, be^een the Pearl 
and Big Black rivers. 

Katharine. How does that climate compare 
with New England ? 

Comeliii. It is much more mild in winter, 
thongh in some seasons the winter weather u 
very severe, the ground being sometimes cover- 
ed with snow, and the wind piercing. 
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DeHa. Was Mr. Williams' new etatioa neaia 
▼illage? 

Cornelia. No ; but within thirty miles, the in- 
habitants were numerous, many of whom, as I 
observed, were whites, who CQuId speak the Eng- 
lish and Choctaw languages with equal fluency. 
Some of them owned a large number of slaves 
who could converse in. both languages. 

Jerome. Had the white men much learning t 

Cornelia, Not much ; though some of them 
kad been able to read and write forty years 
wUiout having had a Bible, till Mr. Williams 
settled among them. He found only foor Bibles 
and one Testament among all the whites in that 
part of the country. 

Delia. Was Mr. Williams treated with kind- 

MSB? 

Comelicf. Yes, by every one. Several scholars 
entered the school, who had b^en instructed at 
Elliot ; many of them were so much en- 
^ged in making improvements similar to those 
at their old school, that the little boys would 
choose axes to go and fell trees rather than play 
between schoob ; and their example was of great 
-faUie to the children who had never before 
attended school. Mr. Wiltiams was greatly 
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blessed in his labors at this place. In. a few 
months it was hoped as many as ten or twelre 
persons, mostly Africans, had been truly con- 
verted to God ; some of whom had been notori- 
ously wicked. 

Katharine. Was it possible for Mr. Williamt 
to perform all the necessary labor ? 

Cornelia. He was assisted by Mr. Kingsbury 
and Mr. Wright, who preached at his station as 
often as their other duties would permit. 

Miranda, Was there no school at Mayhew t 

Cornelia, Yes ; but not till some time after 
the commencement of that station. Mr. Kings- 
bury met all the chiefs and great men in the 
district, to confer upon the subject of schools. 
After an explanation of the nature and design 
of the mission and contemplated school, a chief 
said, '' I be not accustomed to make a talk with 
the whites, but when a man's heart feel glad, he 
can say it. We have listened to your talk. " We 
never understand this business so well before. 
We never understand so well, that the itrissiona- 
ries labor here wHhmit pay ; but leave their 
farms and houses, and all for good of the Choc^ 
taws. The Choctaws are ignorant. They know 
when day come, and when night come. That 
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all tbey know." Not long after this meeting of 
the council, V the school was qpened. 
. DeUa. Who were the teachers 1 
. Cornelia. Mr. Hooper from Berwick, Maine, 
taught the boys, and Mrs. Wisn«r (late Miss 
Frieeelle), the girls. Some children were brought 
a distance to enter the school, and their aged 
grandmoUier walked forty miles to see the place 
where they were to be educated. 

Miranda, What was the appearance of schol- 
ars when they first came to school ? 

Cornelia. They came dressed in blankets and 
loggias, with handkerchiefe on their heads, in 
r^ Indian fashion. After these were kid aside, 
the children were washed cleui and dressed in 
complete suits of the new clothes, which had 
been forwarded by female assoctatioas from all 
parts of the country. The missionaries thought 
the benevolent donors would, have felt abun- 
dantly compensated for all their expense and 
labor, if they could have seen how ffeased the 
little creatucee were, and how handsome they 
looked. The parents who witnessed the won- 
derful transformation, were as much delighted as 
the children. At the end of the first quarter, 
they had a public examieation; and the old 
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kmgy Muflh-oo-la-tub-bee, attended, with fifteea 
or twenty of his highest chieftains and warriors. 
He brought two of his sons and a nephew to 
leave as members of the school. Another aged 
Indian brought his grandson and daughter. He 
was remarkably fond of the boy, and said he 
had ** thought much of him and wept oyer him 
as other old men did." But he added, ^' } now 
give bim to you, to take ^Un by the arm am) the 
hearty and hol^ him fast, /shall hereafter hold 
him by the end of hi^ fingers/' 

Sarah. Were not the chiefs pleased wjth the 
sc^iool ? 

Cornelia^ They were - delighted with every 
t))ii)g-*-e](fLmin^ with deep intei:e9t the s^pjarar 
tos Ipr cocking; the ^ccpmmodati^ms of the; 
diatBg:room, apd all the wonders o(. the borsis- 
milly workshops, the well, and many things con* 
neded with the lafior op the pli^ntation. They 
^w a Choctaw boy beating Ji^ ii}on« with gieat 
pleasure; and, two olher native boy? at wprk wit)) 
planes, one of whom gave them a ^peeti^en o( 
his. skill ^t. the turning lathe, wfa^h greatly 
heightened their admiratipn. ;At length the 
hpur ar^Vjed to iqt];oduce then^ ipto.thQ school- - 
rooQi« There tfic^ir astonishment increased at th% 



90 CHOCTAW unssiow. 

Bight of nearly fifty of their children, neatly 
dressed, arranged in nine different classes, and 
exercised in their various lessons. It was a 
proud day to chiefs and children. Musb-oo^Ia- 
tnb-bee made an address which was well re- 
ceived. 

Miranda. Can you repeat any of the king's 
speech T 

Cornelia, Perhaps I can ; I will try. ** When 
I was young/' said he, ** such a thing was not 
known here, I have heard of it, hut never ex- 
pected to see it. I rejoice that I have lived to 
see it. You must be obedient to your teachers, 
and Iei»rn all you can. I hope I shall live to 
see my camtcil filled with the boys wlio are now 
in the school; and that yoa will know much 
more than we know, and do much better than 
we do." ' 

After the address, Mr. ifooper repeated a 
short hymn, which the children sung, line hj 
line, and the exercises dosed. The chiefii held 
a conncil the same week, and during the ses- 
sion, the subject of trade in whiskey was intro- 
duced for discussion. 8ome of the chiefs pro- 
posed to UMtA. the Indians to purchase it, or 
sufler it to be brought into the nation. Two of 
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tb^m 4ecla]sed their intention of dashing to pieees 
«very keg of whiskey they could find in the 
possession of their warriors. Only four ye^rs 
before tbis^ their chiefs were notorious drunk- 
ards. 

Miranda, Di^ they have their school at Elliot 
examined 1 

Cornelia* Yes; but you must wait till we 
meet agaiji befqre you bear about any more ex- 
aminations ; for it is now quite time to go home. 
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CONVERSATIONS 

OIC THE 

CHOCTAW Missroir. 

CHAPTER V. 

Miss McEllroy led in cpQTersation the oext 
time the Sabbath School Missionary Society 
convened, and almost the first question propos^ 
to her, after she entered the hal), was from Em- 
ma^ who said, Miss McEllroy » can you tell us 
how it looks at Mayhew ? 

Katharine, I ha?e never been there, my dear.; 
but those who have, repeat these words of Dr. 
Worcester, when he first arrived there. " This 
is the loveliest spot my eyes ever saw.'' .Mr. 
Goodeli, now a missionary in Palestine, visited 
that ''lovely spot" in April, 1822, and while 
there wrote to a friend as follows :— " As you 
approach it from the east, th^re qp^ps unex- 
pectedly to, view ^n extensive prairie^ which 
contains several thousand a^res, and which ap- 

TOL. II. 1 
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pears to be without a single stone, or tree, or 
fence, except now and then a small cluster of 
trees at great distances, like the little isles of 
the sea ; and except also the railing, which ea-. 
closes the fields of May hew. These fields are 
on the north side of the prairie, and distinctly in 
front of the mission houses. 

" Casting your eye over the prairie, you dis- 
cover here and thpre, herds of cattle, and horses, 
and wild deer, all grazing and happy. The 
grass, which will soon be eight feet high, is now 
(the 30th of April) about eight inches, and had 
all the freshness of ibpring. The prairie lias 
V^ry gentle elevations and depressions, whldli 
contain- each from one huncfred to one itiousancl 
acres, and which, from a distance, reseni We the 
undulating motion of the Atlantic, a few leagues 
from land, after a storm. ' A hundred horses and 
chariots could go abreast in any direction, and 
with almost ahy speeds As you proceed, May- 
bew often almost wholly disappesLrs'; Again it 
rises to view in still greater loveliness, half en- 
closed with the oaki which, with the sycamore 
and mulberry, borders the prairie oh all sides. 
Flowers of red, purple, yellbvi^, and indeed of 
ercry hne, are scatierfed by a bountifiil God, in 
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rich profiisioo, and in all the beauty and inno- 
cence of Eden, on each side of the path ; and 
tbeir fragrance is, as if the very incense of 
heaven were there offered. The distance to 
Mayhew, which at first appears to be no more 
than a few hundred yards, is no less than two 
tniles. And as you walk on, contemplating this 
lorely scene with all its interesting associations, 
your soul, or ever you are aware, will inake you 
like the chariots of Aminadab." 

Miranda, Will you please to fell me the 
meaning of the word prairie ? " . 

Katharine, It ra a French word, and I do not 
know how to give yon a hsfetter definition tfhan 
upland meadow, 

' Hiranda, I had no idea of the beauty of 
Itfayhev^ ; I thought it was in the depths of soli-* 
tnde. - ' ' 

Katharine, O no'; h tidw has a road, itttich 
travelled, passing alrtiost directly by it. 

Delia, The missionaries there, are not shut 
out from the world, like the family at Elliot. 

Katharine, When the bowses at May hew were 
first er'ected, the great road was two tniles off, I 
believe ; but afterwards it was altered, and 
passed m ftiU f ifew. . • . 
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Delia. I suppose they receive a great deal of 
company. 

Katharine, The first few years, so much 
company called, that it was thought expedient 
to build a comfortable house for their accommo- 
dation. Travellers were dmost daily callio|^ 
for refreshments ; and as it was extremely diffi- 
cult for them to find comfortable accommoda- 
tions any where else, the missionaries felt that it 
was their duty to add all in their pQwer to the 
comfort and happiness of all who feU in their 
way. 

JUtremda. At the expense of the mission t 

Katharine, No, my dear. Although thc^y in- 
curred considerable expense and great addition- 
al labor to entertain so many stnuigers in akos* ; 
pitable and becoming manner, yet, by the gei^ 
erous donations which most of the travellers 
made, their company did not tend much to im- 
poverish the mission ; and in some respecttf thej 
conferred a favor by calling. 

These visits were often seasons of refreshing 
to the weary mission family, who were constant- 
ly engaged in a monotonous raun4 of labors. 
One eiening several gentlemen from Pennsylva- 
nia called and spent the evening, ia improving 
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coBTersatioDy singing, and |>rayer ; on another^ 
three young gentlemen from New York called 
and passed the night ; they had been engaged 
in teaching penmanship in that part of the conn- 
try. These little incidents were calculated to 
make an impression upon the minds of persons 
lODg excluded from the sweets of social inter- 
course, of which we can form b^t the most fee* 
ble conceptions in tbe midst of our social and 
religious privileges. ^ 

Jeromt. Cousin, did yoU not promise to de* 
scribe some of the examinations of the school at 
Elliott 

Cornea. I believd what 1 said did not amount 
to a promise, bat I presudfie Miss McEUroy will 
cheerfully make you acquainted with the exam^^ 
inatioii of the school, which took place early in 
1882. 

Katharine, I will with pleasure. It was at-^ 
tended by many Choctaws>frotti a great distance. 
The performances of the children {leased them 
so much, that almost all were very importunate 
in their requests for the admission of their sons 
and daughters. One young man seemed resell^ 
ed to stay ; he wa^ so far advanced, the missioii- 
avies fenUsd he would not wilfin^y submit to the 
VOL. II. 3 
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regulations of the school with regard to labor^ 
and on that account declined receiving him; 
but his intreaties and promises of industry and 
obedience prevailed, and he continued in school. 

Miranda, Were the parents satisfied to have 
their children work as well as study 1 

Katharine, Some of them were, while others 
occasioned much difficulty at different times; 
but their uneasiness could generally be traced 
to the interference of malicious and abandoned 
white men^ who had fled . from the lawful re- 
straints of their own land. These ipen made 
the most wicked misrepresentations, and induced 
several parents to withdraw their children from 
the schools, and the influence of the misaioiift- 
ries. 

, Miranda, Why did not the Choictaws come 
and search after the truth of the stories they 
beard? 

Katharine, Some of the more judiicious dkl soy 
IUhI travelled more th^n seventy miles toobt«ii 
satisfaction ; and it was a happy jcircttmstanoe to 
their children wjien they did, for it almost uni- 
fi^rmly happened that they weQt home with more 
elevated notions of the value of missions and 
scIhxJs, than they h^d ever entertained beibce. 
On one occasion a man of consequent sent 
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five children to Bchool,' and after some time had 
elapsed, he sent the sixth, but the school being 
at that time crowded, the child was refused, 
which enraged the foolish father to such a de- 
gree, that he sent and took away the fi?e who 
were making very rapid improvement ; and who 
went away grieved and almost broken hearted. 

Ddia, Did they ne?er return t 

Katharine, Their uncle waited a lew weeks, 
till his brother had gone on a long journey, then 
prepared a petition to the missionaries signed by 
himself and eight chiefs, requesting the favor of 
having all the children restored to the privileges 
of the school. 

Ddia. Were they re-admitted t 

Katharine, Not immediately ; but Captain 
Cole persevered a few months, and then carried 
all his brothers' children and eaoagh more to 
make the number twelve 1 

Jerome. Were they all received 1 

Cornelia. Yes ; and he made application hr 
ike admission of two more ; his aon was brought 
with the others, and when he gave him up to the 
missionaries, he said he " wished him to rentain 
till he had received a good education, even if it 
took ten years." He was^^ man of excellent 
sense, and good judgment; after this, many 6f 
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ibe Inditiui woald send their sons to him to be 
eooreyed to the mission school, feeling more 
confident they would be receired if offered by 
him than themselves. 

Comdia. Was it the same term that Captain 
Cole brought so many scholars^ thai Mrs. Wil- 
liaras died ? 

Katharine. I think it uras. 

Mranda. What was the sickness of which 
die died 7 

Katharine. She never recorered from a ferer 
she had in August. But a few days before her 
^a*h, it was hoped her strength had improved 
as well as her appetite, and the very morning of 
the day on which she died, she rode nearly a 
mile, aiid returned refreshed, and only an hour 
befcve h«ff death she walked about the room. A 
awlden blindness came upon her, and she lay 
down upon her bed, Was seized with Tomiting 
and other alarming and distressing symptoms. 
Ste was beard to say, «I must die,'* and imme- 
dimely sunk away in a kmd of swoon, and 
oeased to bredthe. 

Canuka. I have heard her spoken of as a 
aoit vmlnaUe assistant in the misskm. 

KtMariiu. She was very feithful, and liter- 
aBjr wore, herseif out wiUi bard l4bor. 
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Delia. Was she not the same lady who: ac- 
companied Miss Varnum to New Orleans ? 

Katharine, She was. Only two days after 
this sudden bereavement, John Long, a lad about, 
fourteen, died — a boy of great promise, and most 
tepderiy loved by the whole mission family. He 
was a fine scholar, and had been very serious for 
months, giving comforjtable evidence that he nad 
been renewed in the temper of his mind. Th^ 
missionaries had cherished the fondest hopeoi 
t|iat thiat youth would oue day become a herald 
of salvation to his benighted . pation. In the 
ipidst of their grief, they were consded with the 
belief that he was a child of God, and had as- 
cended to glory. 

Miranda. How did he appear in bis ^icknes^? 
. Katharine. His dear missionary friends hung 
over him, aqd talked of the love and suff^rijigs: 
ofbis dying, risen Saviour, while witbitevs of 
gratitude and affection, he listened to tf^eir 
heavenly conversation. ; ^ 

His parents were sent for, hut did not arriye 
till after his death. . They lived a distance ,of 
sixty or seventy ntiiles. His father hastened to 
his assistance, but all in vain. .^ ' , 

When he arrived, he was quite overcppe; 
2* 
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atfilookiai^ al the corpse, he exelaimed, ^'O 
mj son, my son !" Afterwards he would sit by 
the remains of his child, resting his head upon 
hk hand in silence for hours. 

Just before the hour of interment, his mother 
atld other relatives reached Elliot They mani- 
fested ^le deepest aorrow. It was a long time 
befcre they could be persuaded to ^ter the 
bouse ; but stood by their horses, moaning aad 
weeping. A little before sunset, the remains of 
this dear boy were committed to the graven My 
little friends, I wish I could know that you were 
as conscientious in performing secret prayer, 
studying the Bible, and keeping the Sabbath as 
John Long. 

Jerome, What became of hi& parents ? 

Keahatine, A^j^ the death of their son, they 
lived near Mr. Williams, at the French Camps, 
iiid received from faim much Christian instnio- 
tioQ, and attended the preaching of the mission- 
aries, who frequently visited that station. The 
ditine l^essing waa added, and he became a 
tery decided, usefiil, and devoted Chrktian, en- 
gtgbg with all his heart in every good word 
and work. 

Miriinda, In what year did John luring and 
Mrs. Williams die ? 
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Katharine. They both died in Oetober, 1821, 
a year to be remembered on many accounts, but 
especi^dly on account of the distressing sick- 
nesses of almost every member of the mission 
family at Elliot. 

Delia. Were there any other deaths besides 
those you mentioned ? 

KiUharine, None, except- a little child of Mr. 
9nd Mrs* Jewell, who died of croup« The Lord 
Rppeaied to sanctify these deep afflictions of the 
missionaries. They were led to feel less and 
less confidence in the help of man, and to seek, 
with increasing ardor, spiritual blessings for 
themselves and the perishing people whom they 
had engaged to instruct. The pleasing serious- 
ness that had been visile some time, increased 
80 much, that before the year dosed it was 
thought several precious souls had been bom 
iato the kingdom of Christ. 

Among them was a hired man, an Irishman 
by birth, and a Roman Catholic by education. 
He' had been laboring but a few days before he 
was distressed for his soul ; and after a short 
season of the most distressing convictions, he 
was faroQght to surrender himself to the mercy 
of God in Christ. Sgon after his conversion, he 
wrote a letter to Dr. Pride, recounting the deal* 
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ii^ of God with his soul. Among many other 
ioterestiog things, he said, "Rejoice with me 
wbiJe I praise my God for sending me to this 
hply land. Here, in this wilderness, after ram- 
bling over the world, did my God call me;— ryes, 
my friend, without one single cent in my pocket ; 
that his word might be fulfilled in n^e according 
tp his proqaise, '. Pom^ unto me> without money 
and without price.' Every day his mercies come 
morer. aud more to nm. Qh, may they continue 
\Kitb me, tjll I rest in his arms in heaven, there 
to sing .Ms. prases forever.'' One of the biaek. 
^Ofnen in the kitchen obtained a hope soobi 
after the wpnderfuL change experienced by this 
foreigfter. The station at May hew enjoyed a 
similar season of refreshing, early in the year 
18$J8.. In March, Dr. Pride returned to May- 
hew fro.m Elliot^ with the delightful intell^nce,. 
that the dews of heavenly grace were dis^iling 
upon that highly favored family ; and soon after, 
the B^v* Mr. Wright cam^ lH)me frpm the Pig-: 
eon Roost, where he had spent some time ia the 
study of the Choctaw lapguage^ and gave a very 
interesting account of a large comp^nj of In- 
dians^ who after roaming the forest for jears^ 
concluded to settle together, and chose a spot 
not far distaift from Col. Folsom'3. He had 
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arged them to adopt this measure, to abandon 
the use of whiskey, and to devote themselres to 
agnculture. He described to them the mission- 
aries who had come and settled in the nation. 
They seemed pleased, and intimated a desire to 
hear them preach. Some weeks afterwards, 
their leader made an appointment lor a meeting 
of their whole number, to decide whether they 
would make regulations and teltle, and whether 
he should continue their bead man. They in- 
vited Col. Folsom, and requested him to bring a 
misskmary to preach. He attended, and took 
Mr. Wright with him, who preached to nearly a 
hundred persotis, that paid very good attention. 
Delia, What finally became of these Indians t 
Katharine, They settled, and after seeing 
more of the missionaries, and the good effects 
resulting from schools, they requested to have a 
stadon formed with them; but I will defer a 
more particular account of them for a future 
opportunity, and relate to you now a part of the 
su&rtngs of the family at May hew, during the 
summer and autumn of \S22. They had been 
called to attend the sick beds of several stran- 
gers, who had called upon them for aid and re- 
pose, besides those more immediately connected 
with them ; but all te invalids seemed in a^ir 
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way to recoTer their customary health, before 
Mrs. Kingsbury was taken sick. She had gen- 
erally enjoyed better health than any other 
female in the family. On Monday, she labored 
harder than usual till late in the evening. The 
twp. days followiag she felt feeble, and feared 
she had taken a hea?y cold ; but on Thar»lay 
felt so much better, that she spent the greater 
part of the afternoon in sewing. Before morn- 
ing, she became very sick, and her symptoms 
were alarming. Her suflferings were extreme 
more than forty hours, though her reason re- 
mained unimpaired, and her mind was calm and 
resigned. In the immediate view of death, she 
had a stable hope of acceptance with God, 
through the atonement of Christ ; but deeply 
lamented her unfaithfulness. Mr« Kingsbury 
inquired if she felt any regrets at having left h» 
father's hocise, and all her beloved friends, that 
she might labor for the salvation of the heathen. 
She replied with emphasis, *' O no ; I only re- 
gret that I have done no more." She earnestly 
exhorted all her missionary associates to great 
fidelity, and serious preparation for death. She 
died early on Sabbath morning, the fifteenth of 
September, 1822. 
Cornelia. If such a womaa as Mrs. Kingsbury, 
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after giving such unequivocal evidence of entire 
consecration of body and soul to the service of 
God, mourned over her unfaithfulness upon a 
dying bed, vi^hat will be our sensations when we 
are called to i;eview our lives on the pillow of 
death ? That hour is rapidly hastening on. 
Who among all this number are prepared to 
meet it with serenity and joy ? 

Kathctrine, When I think of all the solid 
comforts and endearments of home and friends 
that noble minded woman telinquished with 
cheerfainess for the sake of her Saviour and the 
heathen, I almost blush to call myself a Chris- 
tian. 

Cornelia* I hi^ve been told by persons inti- 
mately acquainted with her, that she was natu- 
rally cheerful, humorous, witty, sensible, res- 
olute, and independent; that after she em- 
braced religion, all these qualities were chas- 
tooed, and gretttly added to her qualifications 
fi>r a missionary among the untutored tribes 
of our western wilds. While she lived a mere 
worldKng,ehe wte the life and centre of the ch> 
cle in which she moved ; and after she joined 
the .mission, that circle was cheered and quick- 
ened, by her vifacity and persevering diligence 
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in the various laborious employ meDts, that occu- 
pied the greatest portion of her time. 

Miranda. Did she have any children 1 

Katharine. Yes; two fine little boys. H«r 
death viras a grievous blow to her husband ; but 
the Lord supported him, and did not suffer he 
faith to fail, or his efforts to relax in the great 
work to which his heavenly Master had called 
him. In less than a fortnight after passing 
through this melancholy scene, he left Mayhewi 
and made a long journey into the southeast part 
of the nation, for the purpose of selecting soitp 
able places for $mall schools ; where children 
might live at home and receive instruction, with* 
out^ taxing the mission with any further expense 
than supporting teachers, 

Mr. Jewell followed him in a d^y or two, and 
they met at the house of the miago or king of 
that district* They pursued their jonriiey on 
the military road leading to New Orleans i^atiy 
fi>rty males; then took an eastAfly oonrse to* 
wards St Stephens. They found the countfy 
exuberantly fertile, but thinly inhabited. 

Jerpme. Why did not the Ibdians occupy 
those ric)i lands ? 

Ktftharine, Probably it waa owing to tke scar* 
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city of water. After joarneying one hundred 
miles, they came to a place called Long Prairies 
bj the natives, but it was afterwards called by 
the missionaries, Emmaus. It was near the 
line between the States of Alabama and Missis- 
sippi. There they found Mr. H. Nail, a white 
man with a Choctaw wife. He was very aged ; 
had buried but one child out of thirteen. One 
of his sons was settled near him — an industrious, 
w«U informed man, with a family of little chil- 
dren. He was one of the officers of govern- 
ment, appointed immediately after the first laws 
m tbe nation were proclaimed. 

Jdtime* Wtot laws were made by the Choc* 
tawa? 

KixlhariM. Against theft, mprder, polygamyi 
infanticide, witchcraft, and intemperance* 

Eimema. What is polygamy ? 

Katharine. The crime of having more than 
one wife at the same time. 

Miranda, Were the Choctaws guilty of infan- 
ticide? 

Katharine, Yes; forages the Choctaw motb* 
ers have murdered vast numbers of their helpless 
infants, without consSdering it a crime till quite 
recently. 

VOL. II. 3 



9S CHOCTAW MISSION. 

Emma, How do they destroy them ? 

Katharine, Sometimes by digging a grave 
and burying them ali?e, when a few days old ; 
some will kill them by stamping oa their breasts ; 
others by strangling, or knocking them on the 
head with a pine knot. They accomplish their 
wicked purposes in a variety of ways. 

A few days before Mr. Kingsbury went to 
Emmaus, a woman had been tried for the mur- 
der of her infant, and was sentenced to be tied 
to a tree and severely whipped. 

Delia. Was the sentence executed t 

Katharine. Yes, with fidelity.. The officers 
of justice tied her to a tree and whipped her till 
she fainted. Her husband suffered the 'save 
punishment for encouraging her to perform the 
barbarous deed. 

This was the first time pdni^htnent hitd been 
inflicted upon a criminal for this ofience. 

Jerome, What did Mr. Kingsbury tlo at Effi- 
ihaus 1 

Katharine, He selected a site for a mission- 
ary station, and made preparations for erecting 
cabins, and collecting provisions for the support 
of scholars. Mr. Kingsbury was gratified to find 
the chiefs so prompt in executing the Jaws 
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against intemperance as well as infsntiQide. He 
left Mr. Jewell to finish the preparatory work 
for a school, and went to Six Towns in company 
with Mr. J. Nail. They found on their way a 
large company of men, women and children, as- 
sembled for a ball play, a favorite Indian game, 
asaally followed by scenes of the most wretched 
debasement. The tidings of Mr. Kingsbury's 
arriral spread, — ^the customary dance was sus- 
pended, and the chieftains and warriors gathered 
themselves together to hear what he would say 
about schoob. They listened to his proposal, 
and seemed pleased with the prospect of one. 
Froih this place he went directly to Six Towns, 
which comprises no less than six clans. 

Miranda, Miss McEUroy, what are clans ? 

Katharine, A body, or sect of persons. The 
Indians are divided into numerous clans, known 
by the names of the Wolf family — the Bird fam- 
ily — the Panther fanuly — the Raccoon family, 
6lc. These clans are all perpetuated in the fe- 
male line. When a man marries, he is adopted 
ioto the family of his wife, and her brothers asr 
sume quite as much authority over her children 
as her husband. After the daughters are mar- 
riageablei the lover consults the uncles, offering 
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them a present of a blanket ; and if thdhr^ con- 
sent is obtained, the iktfaer approves as a matter 
of course. Persons belonging to the same clan 
are never albwed to intermarry. A Choctaw 
would feel quite as much shocked to bear of the 
marriage of a man and woman of the same ctan, 
as we should to hear of a brother and sister be^ 
ing married. 

The chief of the Six Towns expreissed much 
pleasure when Mr. Kingsbury proposed to estabo 
lish a school in that part of the nation, and urged 
him to allow them two; and showed so much 
anxiety to make sure of two schools for the 
whole district, that Mr. Kingsbury promised to 
write a letter to the Prudential Committee, to 
ask for more teachers and other helpers. Capt 
Red Fort wrote a letter also, and sent it with 
Mr. Kingsbury^s. 

Jerome, Miss McEUroy, will you please to 
read it ? 

Katharine, (Reads.) 

''Six Towns, Choctaw Nation, Oct, 18, 188^. 
*' Brothers, 

" The first lalw I have made is, that when my 
warriors go over the line among the white peo- 



UHOCTAW fipBSION. gS 

ple^ and buy whiskey, and bring it i0to the na^ 
tion to buy up the blankets^ ^d guop, ajdd horses 
of the red people, aud get them drupk ; the 
Mrhiskey is to be destroyed. The whiskey drink*: 
Vig is AoHy stopped aoiong my Mf^f^ors*^ .'^i\P. 
Choctaw women have long, been jn the way of 
destroying tJbeir iafantf , whfsn they di4 QO^ ^Q 
to provide for them. , I have made a law to have 
them punished, that ,no more innocent children 
be destroyed. The Choctaws formerly stole 
lu]^s and cattle, and kUlefl Iheim. IjbaKOjap- 
pointed a .company of £^thfui, w^uiora.to.jtak^ 
every juaii v^ho steals^ and ^e him to a tr^^a^^ 
give him tbirtjt-^ipe lashes. , The Chpct^^s ^y^ 
tak€»i each ot|)er*s. wives {m4,riu^ off^wi^ th^p^ 
We have now made a l^w,;that th9Sje.M[bo4off| 
eixdll he whipped thirty<*n^ne lashes,^ i^:if) f^ 
woman runs away : from, h^r, husband^ sbcti^jtf 
be whippBd in t^^e, samq ma^^n^-: Tbe WJfll^er 
of Jneni wpmen, a^ childrep in^ie ^if TfKW^ 
is twp ihoii9ai^4,.<V!)te hundf ed and sixty-four.. J, 
wabt the good people to ^enfl myeo and wome^ 
tf[> get lip a schpol AQ inj district ; I waijU f h^fi^ 
to do it quick ; I ^ growing qld ; l.wau^ t9tsee 
the good worJk before I di^, Weihaife a|ii^«ja 
l^ea p^sspd by. Other psxt;i of ^ najtj^n h^vii 
3* ' 
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ifehools; we hire not. We have mad^ tie 
above laws because we wish to fblbw the ways 
of the whiti5 people". We hope they wHl assist 
us in getting our children educated. This is 
the first time I write a letter. Last fidl nie Gfst 
time We make laws. I say no more. I hare 
tdd my wants. I hope yoa will hot forget me. 

" HWOO-LA-tA-HOO-MAH, 

(eaikd Chpt. JltedFbrt,/' 

The Ml*. Nail; with Mr. Kingsbtity, was one 
of tfa^'fhtmefs of these good and wbdlesome 
ia^s^ wh^oh were' enforced with much prompt- 
ness and^ d^clsiotr by the officers. Not hbhg 
after Mr. Kin^ury's jotfrfiey ftt Sfat TtfWns, 
Wh. Byiilgtbrt Visitted Mr. WiIfiAmd*-'sftftida at 
tke ' B*ftefich' Oaimps, whifch wis^ nartiifed Iteth^. 
l*h^e he Mrais taken sick, trtid experlenicedmtich 
syrtipilHiy and kfedness fhom the p^phs^ is weS 
t»^ frort Mr. atfd Mb. Willfenrs; When' he i^ 
Overfed, he Veift to residfe fit sbhie Tndidtl vfl- 
lages, wiftH a titew tb stirfyin^ the" laogaage of 
the country ^ undier betlet advantages 'ttan he 
^osc^s^ in- ad En^ish fkm^y. He itiaid sotite 
time itt the- hbdse of a 'chid' who* sliow^ hind 
liittch brotherly dflfeeUon, wiihin' two mH^ of 
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ehil<}r<iti, anxkMs i6 attent! schools. So, rtkf 

young frieiKfs, you seed hatvenafe&t^ Ihifct^ yotf 

win Tail 6f ttf ojJportQHity of expending yoai* cb- 

Hadoh^; ind ill the tirtille of your iridttstiry, t^ 

good adv^Mitag^. I fifrar thet«f «fe thott^sndsr of 

Choctaw children #ho triir die in tlieir sfas and 

igtiorance^ uidess thte members of^id; and other 

Sabbath^ schools in Ameriba, stretch ciu< a hel^ 

mg^ band te snatch ttieia fttiv^ iAipbMitig rttin. 

While Mr. Byington resided with thdchi^f; he 

often amased him with relating anecdotes of his 

boyiskdays. He told him, that when he was 

young, it was customary for the old men to giro 

long talks to the boys, describing their wars 

with different nations, their success, d&c. To 

impress it more de^ly on the memory of the 

boys, when the story ended, they gare them a 

severe floggiug. 

Jerome. I should not relish such a method to 
strengthen memory. 

MiraneUz. Did the new laws check the drink- 
ing of whiskey 7 

Kaiharine. The influence exerted by the mis- 
sionaries, in addition to the new laws, caused 
many to break up the inreterate habit of drink- 



^ 



ioff^ wbteh is t^ eaiHiy h^m^img m of tlit 
(ph(6ct«ws; but where it was not subdqed, it 
WM for a time almqst ^n^irely suppiressed. The 
former riotous proceediogs of Christmas were 
4i8couotenanced» and, where formerly all ivas 
infusion and drunkenness, there was nothing 
ff .t)ie kind see^ for ma^y miles. 
^ We must go ho^e now, ^ it is ^uite late* 
Cornelia cloaed the .meeting^ and the. childreo 
departed, planning hqw they should do the moat 
gqod to the Indians. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Wbcn Ihey met tgain, Conidta told tlM 
ckildren thai CoL Fotsom bad two brothera 
much f5atiger thtn himadf, whom he sent to 
Tfew England to be educated at the Foreign 
Mission School at Cornwall, in Oranectici^ 
After staying there Iber years^ thej retnraed to 
their natife land, very much improred, and 
mnxtoos to do their coantrymen all ^e good in 
their power. 

Jerome, How were ^ete yoong men em- 
ployed t 

€hmdiit, Mr. McKee Foleom went with Mr. 
Wright to commence a station kt Captain Red 
Fortes neighborhood, which was called Gosheii. 

BiRrctnda, When was this station ^mpd t 

Cornelia. In the summer of lS23. Mr.Israiel 
fV>l8om assisted Mr. Byington and Mr. Wright 
tn preparing books, after the Choctaw language 
had been reduced to a written form, and in 
other ways labored to assist the missionaries. 

Miranda. Who taught the school at Emmeust 
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Cornelia. Mr. Jewell; and Mr. Dyer took 
the charge of the farm. Mr. Gleason conducted 
the mechanical works at the station. 

Mr. Adin Gibbs, from the Delaware tribe, 
after he received his education at Cornwall, was 
appointed an assistant missionary, and sent to 
the Choctaws. He was assigned to go into the 
mingo or king's family, instruct his children, 
and prepare the way for a permaDent eslaUish- 
■lent at some future time. 

DtHa. Did he not feel very kmely afler li?ii^ 
flo long with civilized and refined people ? 

ChmeHa. Yes ; but he exerted himself to do 
all the good he could, and was cheerful and 
happy, having abundant proof that he did not 
labor in vain. In 1823, the national council 
decided that they would encourage small schools 
Ihfoughout the country. Several females had 
joined the mission, and afler providing a situ*- 
tiott for all the persons connected with the mis* 
lion fiunily, a Mr. Hadden from Kentucky was 
hired to instruoi a school at the house of Mr. 
Jozon, a Frenchman with a Choctaw fami^, 
who agreed to take children into his house to ha 
instructed. 

DeKo. Where did Mr. Ju9oa live t 
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ComeUa, About a hundred miles from May« 
1i«w. In the latter part of 1823, the mission 
ipiras greatly strengthened by the addition of the 
Rev. Samuel Mosely, Mr. David Wright, thw 
wives, and Miss Philena Thacher, sister to Mrs^ 
Pride : and nearly at the same time, by Mr. Blis*^ 
Miss Electa May, and Miss Lucy Hutchinson. 

Miranda. How were so many di^sed of to 
advantiEige ? 

-Cornelia, They were all immediately empk>y^ 
ed at the different stations, but not so closely 
confined to any one, but that whenever it was 
deemed expedient to change their residence, 
they cheerfully submitted to labor wherever th^^ 
could do it with the best prospect of isuccess. Mr. 
and Mrs. Gage went to ErnmaUs, Mr. Bliss td 
Choshen ; Miss Thacher vipent to reside with ^her 
nster, Mrg^. Pride ; Miss Hutchinson lenmmi 
at EUiot^MisB Burnham taught the school at 
May hew, and Miss Everett lived much of the 
time at Elliot. Mr. ^nd Mrs. Mosdy vended at 
Mayhew prindpally during his short life, for hci 
^ed in about nine months after entering upon 
missionary work. 

l>^2»a. What was the matter? 

CanuMeu He hft<t been a^cted with a long 
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eonplml several years, and iQ consequence of 
fepetted exposures, trayelliog in heavy rains, 
and sleeping in the woods, his lungs were rery 
- fi^e, and a complication of diseases preyed upon 
liis life ; however, he was aUe to preach oile^ 
^ his labors were abundant, though his weak- 
ness at times was very great. He preached for 
the last time on .the twenty^feeond of August ; 
from that time an inward fever preyed constiuntly 
upon him till the sixth of September, when he 
wa» summoBed to that rest, whmh is in reaerre 
for all the children ^f God. 

MMarine. Was he &vored with the Dtrine 
preiieiice in bis sickness 1 

ComeUa, He told a beloved friend that be 
*^ had a good degree of hdy coafidenee in GocU^' 
At tifaes, his viewa were elevated, and his couii- 
tenaaee bore marks of serenity and peace; he 
mul heard to break out many times ^ Q glorious 
hdur I &i|^t seraphs, strike your liarpa V* 

He said to Col. Fdaom, while grasping his 
hand in a most aflfeotionate and beseeching man- 
ser, "I {Nray you seek first and oontiBuaUy ae 
interest in Christ. Seek that love of Qod, winch 
many waters cannot quench. It is stronger than 
dMft.'' He tiMB prayed moit lervendy for the 
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fkmily of his friend, his nation ; he never seemed 
to know when or how lo stop when praying for 
the Choctaws. 

He w|L8 distinguished at aiVMkit ^ prayer ; it 
was bis daily habit- to ^nd a short time in 
prayer with his companion^ iaorning, noon^ and 
evenitig, in their little Yoom, and the -last audible 
prayer he was heard to utter, was, ^ Oh Lord, 
be Ihou the sanctuary of my dear wife.'^ 

His fiickness and dealh happened at a time 
when Mr. Kingsbury was ill, and scarcely able 
to leave his room, but he went through a short 
religious service at the interment of his belored 
inrother in the Lord. 

DeUa. Where did Mrs. Moe^y foude after 
the death of her husband ! 

Katharine. At Ai-ik4iun-^na| • the ''station 
formed among the wanderers I told you about, 
who were persuaded to settle by Col. Fdsom, 
about two miles from the Pigeon Roost. 

Mir^mda, Who lii^ there beeides Mrs. 
Moseiyt 

Cornelia. Mr. aud Mrs. Wright, and Mr. 
Byiugton, who continued to make/the study of 
the language and the preparation of books, his 
main object; he was greatly assisted by^ Gol. 

VOL. II. 4 
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Fo)«ooi, at wbose house he preached once on 
^he Sabbath in English, and at the station in 
Choctaw. Mr. Wright taught the schod. 

DeUa. How wa&.Mrs* Mosely employed? 
. Cornelia. The ipissionartes at Elliot were in 
want of her assistance, and she cheerfully went 
and labored theri^ and, ait othier stat^a^ wh^re 
it wa3 thought aha might be iQOst i»seful, until 
the year 183&; when her friends were very 
ap^ious she should retiurn t6 them. After ob- 
taining the advice of thet' missionaries, find the 
Cioaaent pf the Board of . Missions, ^be complied 
with their reft^ae^t. I{e.r i^isaioHary . conaexions 
were dissolved, and she returped to the north. 
: MtrofUki, What kipd of books did^Mr. Bying- 
ton and Mr. Wright prepare <ia Chopta^w ] 
: Cornelia* A lulling' book, hynm hook^ and 
tracts, besides portions of the Bible. Mr. 
,Wrifht went to CiBoinnati to print the filing 
book, whi^h was introduced into tb« schools, 
And gce^y inoreaaed tbe.faciUty of iearAing; 

Mr. Byington went to Ohio afterwatds. lo 
print h«0k^ tad while at Marietlli, he marjeied 
Miss Nye, whd aocompaniod him to th^ .Choctaw 
country with a. friend of hers, a Miss Foster, It 
waf very ipralifjunir to fi^^' oatines lo converse 
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in 'their own language, urith Mr. Byingtoo affid. 
Mr. Wright, and after they preached in Choctaw^ 
the truth seemed to make a much deeper impres- 
sion than w^ile they preached through inter- 
preters. The acquisition of the language was 
considered an object of Tast importance to the 
BQccesB of the mission, and Mr. WiHiams re- 
moved with his family to Bok-e-tun-nnh, a secia-' 
ded spot, not many miles from Emmaua, wherd 
lie might benefit a fen^ Choetaws; and iietr 
their language only. Mr; Dyer spwit nnieh 
time in stcrdy at the ^ifierent stations, wii^ng 
to qaaHfy himself to teach and exhort wkkotrf; 
the aid of an interpreter. The nation seemed 
prepared to be profiled by the labors of eVaitge- 
liBtB, and these genilemen, who had other quaNfi- 
oatioRs, made it a prominent object to obtain a 
knowledge Qf the language of the nail vels; as 
that seemed indiispeDsable, from the scarcity df 
good, interpreters. 

•Mramla. Who gate religions instrootion ad 
Ai«ilii*htra-na, while-Mr.^ington was absent t . 

CemeMa, Mr. David Wright, who taught the 
schooL 

Kutkarine. Do yoa know why there wiere no 
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joorntls of ihe Ohdctaw mission published diiriog 
the years 1824, 1825, and 1826 ! 

ComeHa, You kaow there was a time in the 
history of the missioo, wheb much difficulty 
arose on aooouut of too strict regulattous in the 
schools* E?eD some of the most friendly chiefs 
were misled by the misohievoua whites, who 
cifouiated rarious slanden^, -caleuhted to leaaen 
the iaflueBce of the mbsioftaries. The g reatesi 
dissttisiaction aroM from the reqilireflMni of 
Mer between schools. 

Perhaps you recoUect the laws against Id tem^ 
peranoe enibic^d by aome of the most poworfbl 
diiefs* 

Ktdkarin^. I do. 

Cbmdid. Th^y afterwards yielded to teiqpta* 
tion, resorted to whiskey, and eaosed rnuGh 
grief to the missionaries ; and it is probable the 
Prudential Committee did not think it ozpedient 
to publish these difficulties to the world. Their 
prejudices yielded lo the firm consistent coarse 
pursued l^ the missionaries^ The eyes of the 
more sensible, reflecting part of the na<i?e com- 
munity were opened to see the folly and wicked- 
ness of some of their rulers, and all the chief- 
tains and warriors, who were friendly to refbr- 
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mation, called a council and. displaced two of 
the most obnoxioas chiefs, and apppointed men 
of talents, public spirit, and greater knowledge, 
to fill their places, who formed a constitution 
and estabUshedva. permanent government, enactr 
edniore laws, and- elected efficient men to .see 
thai Ih^ were promptly executed. • / 

, J«fHW«e. What, kind of government was 
mdapt»d 1 ■ * t 

ComeUa, I do not know exactly what tooall 
it.. The ^ree Mingos or kings steod at the 
bead of. it^ and- were assisted^ in the admini^rat 
tiou by a large number of subordinate chieHaisa 
and irarriors, besidee a Stemding Committee^ in 
eaofa dislrtet, whose duty it was to watckosei 
the general ifBterests of the nation. . 

• • Ddia^ Wh^n did this new order of .things 
t«ke plaee I 

ComeUa. In 1826. The year that Mttk 
I^cipda Wvigbt died. 

ndia. The wife of Mr. David Wr^ht of 
Ai*ik-him-na 1 . . - 

Cornelia, Yes ; she di^d in a happy frame of 

mkid, after a very^pain^l and distressing dick- 

BOSS, and hardly a week after her depasture aft 

miant son <tf six moaths <Ai, followed his.exoel* 

4* 
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lent mother to the grate. Shewatawonuoi 
who had eajoyed laperior adfantages of eduea- 
tioii, and possessed a strong mind* She might 
have moved in any circle with acceptance ; bat 
M she possessed from natore, and acquired ftom 
art, was laid with chiidlifce simpiicitjr at the 
feet of her adorable Saviour. Her afflicted ho»- 
band was soon afterwards A>rouf ht down ahM>8t 
to the gates of death, and he did not reeover 
from his sicjkness for many months; 

3^(mda. I suppose the missionaries saw 
more happy days after the rulers were frieMUjr, 
nmral men. 

Cornelia. O yes, the 4H)hoois prospered, the 
ordtnances of religion were respected, and 
prized by increasing numbers, some were ^cob-* 
verted, and a spirit of union and prayer seemed 
poured out from on high, over some of the 
stations and schods. 

De/ta.. When was this religiotte impnIsA 
given t 

Cornelia. It began to be seen in its eifects be* 
fere the close of 1826. 

D€li€k Do you suppose the Chectawslnww 
a»y thit^ of the dnistian re^i^ befese thejr 
were instructed by the mIssioomiieBl 
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Cornelia. They had some ? ague and fanciful 
notions abpHi a fature state; but they knew 
nothing of the Christian's God, nor had ever 
heard of the atonement of Christ. 

Jerome. They had been in habits of inter-^ 
ooorse with men from Christian lands. 

Comeiia. Yes, with Bpaabh, English, Irishf 
French, and American traders-^nieB of corrnpt 
minds, and generally of the most debased ebar* 
acters, from whom might be learned muoh evil, 
and little, if any good. 

* SHranda. The Indiane talk about the Gfvai 
Spirit, in their speeches; do not they mean 
what we do, wlien we sp^tk of God ? 

CormHa. They cannot mean the same, for 
there is no word in their language expressive of 
a ^* spiritual existence;'' neither hate they a 
word-^to denote sin. The word that comes neav* 
est it signifies to miM, or io be Usi, -as a man 
might be in the woods. 

They do not appear to hare the least concep- 
tion of an overruling providence ; but in times 
of difficulty and danger, go to the creature for 
assistance and protection, apparently without a 
thooght of their Creator. If the ground is 
parched with drought, they go to thtfir professed 
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raiiPmakers, pay them the specified amoant of 
skins, money, or other articles ; and if too much 
rain falls, they go to the fair-weather-makers , 
and pay them for banishing the clouds that ol>- 
score the sttn. 

They hare conjuring doctors, like the Chero- 
kees, to whom they resort in times of sickness, 
and procure to themseWes untold safferings bj 
following their cruel directkms. Their mio4» 
are as much tortured with ^fear and anxiety from 
fairies, witches, and ghosts, as their bodies are 
by the barbarous prescriptions of their conjuring 
doctors. 

Mranda, I should thipk th^r belief in witch* 
crafl was a dreadful calamity, as it procures the 
death of so many compariitively innocent people^ 

ComeKa, It is a source of extensive wretch* 
edness, at well as crime. No less than twenty 
persoin were murdered ih less than a year from 
the establishment at Mayhew, within a few milea 
of it, the most of whom fell a sacrifice to witch- 
craft or intemperance. 

Jerome, What is their belief concerningf 
ghosts ? 

Comdia, They talk about a man's outnde 
shadow or ghost, and his inside ghost ; and say 
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that after a man dies, his ghost sometimes roams 
about, moaning and frightening bis former com- 
panions ; that it sometimes enters a fox, or an 
owl, barking and screaming in its wanderings, 
to the dismay and terror of all who hear iL 

Jerome* Hovr can they distinguish a fox or an 
owl with a ghost or without one 1 

Comeiia, Th^ey pretend that all foxes and 
owls not inhabited by ghosts, reply to eaQh other 
when they spreech and bark.^ 

Ihlim, What ^PO^eosel Do |hey 9ver lee 

glMStS? 

ComeKd, They say they are very plenty, and 
ofiea teen ; but it is ^cccMUnt^d a fat^ omen. 

If one appears to the sick, he iaomcidiately 
dei|)air8 ^f recovery, and the doctors refuse any 
farther professibna! aid. Many of the faculty 
td(e advantage oS this universal superstition, and 
whsn their jiatients are deemed incurable, cir* 
culate with much industry that they have seen a 
ghost, and so preserve their repMtation jfor skill. ** 
Even dreaming of seeing a ghost has caused 
makiy persons actually to pin^ away from dis- 
trescting apprehensions of approaching death* 
The nightmare occasions deep distress from the 
belief tha.t it J0 s^me die^nteoled, .m^licioMS 
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ghost come to carry off the afflicted person. 
They think iucantations alone can frighten it 
avvay. 

Emma. What are incantations t 

Carndia. You must consult your dictionary, 
my dear, ivhenever you read <^ hear an expres- 
sion you do not fully understand. 

Jerome. I have found the word, and it means 
enchantment ^ and enchantment means m«gioal 
charms, spells, irresistible influence^ ^ 

Cornelia. I hope yon urill* never Ml to resort 
to your dictionary, whenever yon feel at a ioss 
about defitiition^. 

Miranda. I hope thre Ghocttiirs do- not «mi- 
tinue the shives of supersUtioti. 

Cornelia. They have greatly improved, bat 
much fitiU remains to be done before they will 
be Me^ to cast away these chains of darkness 
with « which they have been bound from thne 
itnmemorfal. . 

' Ihlia. IX> not the children, by acquiring' 
knowledge, outgrow these fears ? 

Cornelia. In a measure, but not entirely; 
though since the commencement of 1827, there 
has been a gradual rising of feeling throaghout 
the nation in favor of genuine reUgiOn, which' is 
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the only antidote to superstition in one forn;i or 
other. The religioies state of things at Ai-ik- 
hun-na was very intere^ting. An aged chief 
named Tuo-na-pin-chuf-fa, hopefully eipbraced 
religion before tbe close of the ye^r, and wroto 
a very pleasant leCter to Col. Folsptn.sopn after* 
wards. It wjis translated by Mr. Williams, and 
a CQpy of it sent to the north. 

Ddia, Do read it, coqsip, 

Cornc/ia. (Read9.)„ 

''Ai-ikrhutt-ne, January ^^ 1828. 
;BROTH^R>--^Long time had we been as, people 
in a storm . which tfareaten^ed destruction,, until 
the missionaries came to o^ur lafid ; but now we 
^re permitted to hear the blessed go^el of truth. 
. You, our , b^p^her ii^id chief, fou^d for us a 
good bright path, apd w^ would follow ypi^ init 
YoU;are a^ o^r gpod. fatjier, and your words are 
good. Your messengers (the missionaries), that 
yQusend.ito as, we hear. When we think of 
our old ^fiys, we feel ashamecj. The iijiiasioDft^ 
ries you send here we hold by the ha,n,d, This 
blessed day I have given a true talk. The black 
and difty-^g^rments I used to wear I have taken 
off aqd cast away. .G|ean an^ good garments, I 
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now put on. My heart, I hope, had been made 
new. My bad thoughts I throw away. The 
words of the great Father above 1 am seeking to 
have in my mind. The missionaries, in the 
Choctaw nation, I salute. The missionaries, 
chiefe, or patrons, I salute. O my chief, I, jour 
uncle, salute you. I am your warrior. Yon 
must remember me in love. The Setter which 
I send you, you must read to yoof c^>tain8, 
leaders, and warriors. As I feel to-day, I wish 
to have all my Choctaw brothers feel. I am the 
first of the Choctaws that talk the good talk. 
My chiefs, as you go about among your people, 
you must tell them thi8,-^the dark night to me 
has gone, and the morning has dawned upon 
me. The missionaries at Mayhew, I salute you. 
Mr. Kingsbury, when this letter you see, you 
will forward it to Mingo Polsom. 

TcN*NA-Pi!f-CHfrlH?A." 

About the time the warrior wrote ibis letter, 
Mr. Williams called upon him. Before he 
reached the house, he heard him singing one of 
Zion*s sweetest songs ; and when he first eaugbt 
his eye, he was sitting outside of his humble 
dwelling, with a catechism in <uie hand and his 
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head resting on the other. He was so absorbed 
in his contemplations, that Mr. Williams had 
dismounted, and received a loud welcome from 
hid train of dogs, ' before the chief was roused 
from his pleasant reverie. He remained appar- 
ently insensible to every thing about him till Mr. 
Williams spoke to him. He then roused up, 
seemed gratified, and inquired after one of the 
missionaries with peculiar affection, desiring 
Mr. Williams to tell him that '* he did lore the 
Lord with heart and soul, that he did delight in 
the Sabbath, and bve to pray." He said he had 
not felt quite so much for a little time past, but, 
said he, " To-day heaven is near ; it is not far 
off— I know it is near— I feel it." Mr. Wil- 
liams proposed that they should sing and pray 
together. The old warrior prayed in the most 
affecting manner for his family ; he was remark* 
ably fluent, and affectionate in his frame, some- 
times breaking out in the first person with great 
fervency and copiousness, mentioning many per- 
sons and things in connexion with himself. He 
prayed that they all " might be bound to Christ 
in love as with a strong chain of iron ; that they 
might with their hands and fingers take hold of 
Christ." He called his family around the do- 
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mestic altar morning and evening, and never 
allowed business or company to interfere with 
his devotions. Since the conversion of Tun-na- 
pin-chuf-fa, there has been a very pleasing 
change in the outward appearance of that Indian 
village, as well as the moral condition of the 
people. Their houses are more comfortable, 
and furniture convenient. Their clothing is 
quite decent. The men have acquired habits of 
comparative industry, and have cotton and corn 
fields, and a rising stock of cattle, horses, and 
swine. 

The cause of temperance is constantly gain- 
ing ground. During one year, while the disa^ 
fected chiefs broke the laws which had been 
made for the suppression of intemperance, there 
were no less than ten deaths, in less than two 
months, by whiskey ; six of them were killed in 
quarrels ; and in two years after these chiefs 
were displaced, and good men raised to office, 
only one man lost his life by intemperance ; and 
he was accidentally drowned, though in conse- 
quence of intoxication. 
* Delia. Have not greater improvements been 
made in the vicinity of Elliot, the oldest station, 
than around the others ? 
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Cornelia, There have been vast improvements 
made in all the district where Elliot is situated. 
It was ascertained, two or three years ago, that 
there had been raised by the Choctaws, within 
sixty miles of that station, no less than one hun- 
dred and twenty four thousand pounds of cotton 
in one year. A considerable quantity of cloth 
is made in the Indian fanrtlies — most of whom 
raise enough cotton for their own use. They 
likewise raise plenty of corn, potatoes, peas, 
beans, and a variety of other vegetables. Cattle 
and horses are so numerous, that scarcely a little 
boy or girl can be found, who does not own one 
or more of these animals. 

Katharine, It seems their willingness to labor 
increases in proportion to their improvement in 
knowledge. 

Cornelia, Nearly so, I believe. It is not on- 
common of late to find Choctaw men whom you 
can hire, that will work well. Some of the 
more enterprising will go to Kentucky and Mis- 
sissippi, and work for the planters there, after 
they have secured their own crops. 

Delia. What wages do the planters allow the 
Choctaws ? 

Cornelia, They pay the cotton-pickers one 
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dollar for every hundred pouuds, besides board- 
iDg them. Quite recently, eight or tea hundred 
Choctaws have sought employment in this way. 

Miranda. Do they not have riotous doings at 
these cotton-pickings ? 

Cornelid, They used to be scenes of shocking 
outrage and barbarity, but it was entirely owing 
to whiskey ; for the Choctaws, when free from 
the influence of ardent spirits, are among the 
most gentle, peaceable, cheerful, and obliging 
people in the world; but when infuriated by 
whiskey, you can hardly conceive of the diabol- 
ical spirit they exhibit. But such a reformation 
has been effected, that for nearly two years it is 
far more common to see men in New England 
intoxicated, than it is in those parts of tl^e Choc- 
taw nation, removed from the neighborhood of 
white settlers, near the borders of the tribe. 

Jerome, Can this favorable change be entirely 
owing to missionary intluence ? 

Cornelia, No; though doubtless they have 
had the greatest share in producing a better 
state of things. The present rulers are men of 
enlarged minds and liberal views, who are anx- 
ious to sec their nation elevated to the rank she 
ought to hold among the nations of the earth. 
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They have adopted such regulations as seem 
best calculated to promote religion and good 
morals. Within the last eight months, the mis- 
sion churches have been greatly enlarged, and 
many of the most enlightened, well informed 
men have become members, who have hitherto 
walked worthy of their high vocation. 

Mircmda, Will you please to give us an ac- 
count of the revival of religion with which the 
nation has recently been favored 1 

Cornelia, I must defer that relation till our 
next meeting. I have selected a hymn for the 
children to sing alone this afternoon, which I 
will now read, and then close. 

** God oyer all, forever blest ! 

Grant me tby grace within ; 
That I may keep the Sabbath's rest, 

A rest indeed from sin. 

A rest from all my usual play, 

A holy rest in Thee ; 
Then will thy blessed Sabbath day 

Be a sweet rest to me. 

O, teach me how to pray aright, 

And what to ask of thee ; 
That when I'm kneeKng in thy sight 

I may not thoughtless be. 

But give me faith to look above 

And see my Jesus there ; 
To feel a dying Saviour's love 

In answer to my prayer." 

6* 
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CHAPTER VIL 

At the next meeting, Cornelia fulfilled her 
promise^ and gave the children an account of 
the wonderful revival of religion with which the 
Choctaw people were favored in almost every 
part of the country. She began by sayiog, 
' The Methodist brethren held a large meeting 
in October, 1^28, at which a great number of 
persons became deeply concerned about the sal- 
vation of their souls. Hundreds suddenly man- 
ifested a strong desire to be instructed in the 
doctrines and duties of the Christian religion — 
some of whom had not long before been bitter 
opposers to religion. The missionaries, with 
unspeakable joy, found many of their old schol- 
ars among the number, who had for years heard 
them preach and pray with hearts as hard as a 
stone. 

A number of the anxious were old men, whom 
even the missionaries had not faith to expect 
would ever be really converted. All of them, 
with one single exception, were captains. When 
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the people saw their warriors weeping over sin, 
some of tbem laughed. Several chieAains said, 
** It is not the hand of man^ that has made us 
weep ; it is our Maker that has caused it. You 
never saw us weep for what man could do to 
us; but we cannot withstand God. If your 
Maker should deal with you as he hns with us, 
you would weep too." You would all have been 
astonished and melted into tears, if you could 
have beard the chiefs of the nation exhort their 
people to take heed, for the hand of the Al- 
mighty was visible in all they felt and feared. 
Meetings were appointed and thronged with 
anxious sinners, inquiring how they could es- 
cape the wrath to come.' 

Miranda, What was it that first aroused their 
attention. 

Cornelia. A simple narration of the crucifix- 
ion of the Lord Jesus Christ.^ 

Miranda. Where was the revival most power- 
ful? 

Cornelia. It would be difficult to determine 
where, for wherever the gospel was preached, 
there sinners were concerned and bopefulLy con- 
verted. There was a large meeting at Elliot, 
where the serious chiefs exhorted all the people 
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to attend to their^sahation without delay. ^The 
inquiry, " How can we be saved ?" was made 
by many. The next day, a council was held 
about fourteen miTes off. That occasion was to 
be improved by the young people for a Christ- 
mas dance. The serious party had prepared a 
cabin for the accommodation of the missiona- 
ries ; but the business of the council was not 
finished till afler eleven o'clock in the evening ; 
and then they had to eat supper before the mis- 
sionaries could retire to their cabin for the night. 
At length, near midnight, these weary piigrUns 
were conducted to their cabin, which they found 
full, and the piazzas also, with inquiring souls, 
pleading to know how they could be saved. A 
missionary preached a short sermon, which was 
followed by the most solemn exhortations from 
the chiefs, to accept of salvation upon the terms 
offered that night, and warned them against any 
further delay. 

Emma, Were they willing to hear preaching- 
all night ? 

Cornelia. When a sinner is deeply anxious to 
secure his salvation, he is not apt to grow weary 
of hearing about the only Saviour, who is able 
to save him from sin, and its dreadful conse- 



CHOCTAW MISSION. 53 

quences. The next general meeting was at He- 
bron, in January, 1829. A deeper sense of sin 
was felt by the anxious, and a few cases of hope 
in Christ occurred during this meeting, which 
was well attended. In a week, a meeting was 
notified at Ai-ik-hun-na, which proved equally 
solemn and interesting. On that occasion, two 
of the highest chiefs in the nation engaged most 
zealously in imparting a knowledge of the gos- 
pel to their attentire people. These chiefs gave 
pleading evideace of being subjeeti of renewing 
grace* 

MBrcmdcu The labors of the missionaries were 
more highly prized afier this religious excite* 
ment, I presame, than they had been a few 
years before. 

Cornelia. O ye? ; tlia only complaint against 
missionaries after the revival commenced was, 
that they did not preacb and c<Miverse enough 
about Jesus Christ, and the salvation of their 
souls. From this meeting, many poor, lost sin- 
ners dated their impressions, which it was hoped 
ended in true conversion to God. Within a 
month, as many as six men, with families, erect- 
ed altars of prayer in their habitations, and ex- 
hibited unequivocal marks of love to their Sa- 
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viour, and their fellow men for his sake. One 
of the six had been a ringleader in wickedness, 
and was a violent opposer of truth and holiness ; 
but after divine grace subdued his stubborn 
heart, he was as decided and bold in the promo- 
tion of Christianity, as he had been of heathen- 
ism. 

Miranda, Were mor€^ men than women con* 
f erts to Christianity in this revival of religion ? 

Cornelia, In the early stages of it, more 
women ridiculed and opposed than men ; but it 
was not long before a large number were " prick- 
ed in their hearts," and desired the prayers of 
their friends, the missionaries. While this state 
of religious anxiety continued, it was difficult to 
persuade the people to disperse, afler the mis- 
sionaries had closed their religious services. 
The Choctawa would linger for hours, to sing 
and pray together. Before the summer ended, 
the whole nation seemed to be aroused to seek 
in earnest the " pearl of great price." In 
August, Col. Garland sent a trusty captain 
to (;pnsu]t with Col. Folsom upon the expe- 
diency of holding a great council ^^ about the 
gospel," The proposal was very gratifying to 
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Col. Folsom, who engaged with ardor to carry 
the plan into execution. 

Jerome. When and where was the council 
appointed ? 

Cornelia, On the thirteenth of August, near 
Goshen. They had no meeting-house, and Col. 
Garland erected a pretty circular bower, open 
on all sides. The meeting commenced on the 
evening of the thirteenth, at early candle light. 
About five hundred persons were collected with- 
in and around the bower. Col. Garland request- 
ed the missionaries, Col. Folsom, and others in- 
terested in the success of the gospel, to stand 
near him. . They did so; and then all his chief- 
tains, warriors, men, women, and children, came 
round and shook hands with every person who 
stood with Col. Garland. Ho then made a 
speech, the missionaries preached often, and all 
the religious and anxious chiefs made addresses, 
suited to the general state of feeling. The 
meeting was continued several days, with in- 
creasing interest. The third day was one of 
very great solemnity, and was followed on the 
Sabbath by evident tokens of the condescending 
presence and power of Jehovah. 
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Those who were anxioas about their souls^ or 
willing to accept the gospel terms of salvatioo, 
were requested to come out from the assembij, 
and stand in a range ; two hundred and fiflj 
formed a line in the day time, and in the eren- 
ing twenty more were added. 

These trembling sinners stood, sobbing and 
weeping ; some were so orerwhelmed with 
their sins, that they ate nothing for three dhjs, 
nor felt the least desire for food. One of the cap- 
tains who made a speech, said, ** We had bet- 
ter stay here, till the flesh dries to our bones, 
than go away without the gospel in out hearts.*' 
The converts manifested ah nnconquerable de- 
sire to sing. 

One year before this meeting, the same means 
of grace that seemed so powerful now, as to 
melt the most obdordte, fell upon the ears, con- 
science, and heart, powerless, and nothing could 
subdue their apathy. 

Jerome. Were the members of the schools 
more moved than others ? 

Cornelia. It seemed in a signal manner to be 
the work of God ; for some were quite as much 
affected the first time they ever heard the gos- 
pel of Christ preached, as others who had been 
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years under particular instruction. A few of 
the niost promising, intelligent scholars, were 
numbered with the converts at this meeting, 
who have since made very acceptable speakers 
at nneetings, and excellent interpreters. 
Miranda. Where was the next meeting ? 
ComtHa. In the northeast district. All the 
great men from the southern district attended 
the council, which lasted several days ; nation- 
al business was settled in the daytime and reli- 
gious meetings were held in the evening, which 
were crowded and very solemn. 

DeUa, In what month was this council con- 
vened t 

ComeUa, In September ; and before the next 
month, another most interesting meeting, of 
four days' continuance, was held, during which 
time as many as four hundred Chectaws were 
present. A number of ministers of different de- 
nominations preached on the occasion through 
interpreters ;« but our ^missionaries conducted 
almost all their services in Choctaw. The 
camp-ground was extensive, and at sunrise a 
horn was blown to call the scattered assembly 
together for prayers. Bright moonlight eren- 
ings are very, delightful in that climate, and the 

YOL. II. 6 
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natives formed circles round large fires, and re- 
mained till long after midnight, engaged in sing- 
ing and prayer. Some of the missionaries, ex- 
hausted by long preaching, attempted to sleep 
in their tents, but the thrilling, soul-stirring 
music, made by these joyful converts, held their 
eyes waking ; and tears of gratitude could not 
be restrained, while they remembered the days 
of darkness, toil, and sorrow they had spent in 
that benighted tribe, fearing their ears would 
never hear the sighs of the awakened, and the 
songs of the redeemed, which in other years had 
so often elevated their faith and inflamed their 
zeal in the land of their pilgrim ancestors. 

During this memorable meeting thirty-three 
persons were admitted to the privileges of the 
church, seven of whom were captains. Fifty- 
four appeared to be serious inquirers after truth ; 
and one hundred members of the church com- * 
memorated the "dying love of their glorious Re- 
deemer. 

Delia. Were these . services performed in a 
bower ? 

Cornelia, Yes, in one erected for the occa- 
sion. The candidates were seated in a row, 
fronting the members of the church. After a 
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prayer, the covenant was explained and received, 
then the candidaites rose together and sung a 
Choctaw hymn, expressing the sentiments of 
Mr. Montgomery's admired hymn ; 

* People of the living God ! 

I have sought the world around. 
Paths of sin and sorrow trod. 

Peace and comfort no where found ; 
Now to you my spirit turns. 

Turns, — a fugitive unblest ; 
Brethren ! where your altar bums, 

Oh, receive me into rest. 

Lonely I no longer roam, 

Lilce the cloud, the wind, the wave, 
Where«you dwell shall be Hty home. 

Where you die shall be my grave ; 
Mine the God whom you adore — 

Your Redeemdl* shall be mine ; 
Earth can fill my soul no more, 

Every idol I resign. 

While the candidates were singing this hymn, 
the church responded in another hymn, stand- 
ing, whiie Mr. Kingsbury and some of the 
committee of the church advanced, taking the 
hand of each person to be admitted. After this. 
Major Craven and Mr. Cushman led the candi- 
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dates to aeats prepared for them with the pro- 
fessors of religion, and the menv)rials of Christ's 
death were received apparently with brokea 
hearts and contrite spirits. Many were so over- 
whelmed with the divine influences, that thej 
wept and sobbed aloud. 

Katharine, Those were emphatically ** times 
of refreshing from the presence of the Lord." 
Did they remain together long after the com- 
munion season ? 

Cornelia, No; the whole assembly dispersed 
at au early hour the next morning. 

Jerome, W^re the Choctaw addresses very 
interesting t 

Cornelia, Some of them were particularly so, 
and several speakers were very eloquent. I 
have a copy of a few extra^ from the speech of 
a young man soon after his conversion, before a 
very large meeting. 

Emma. Will you please to read it ! 

Cornelia. Many of his relations aad youthful 
associates were present ; and after a few prelim- 
inary remarks, he spoke of the happy change 
which he trusted had been wrought by the Spirit 
of God ; he said, '' Fearing that some of you 



TV7>v^-^ > ^ ' \f^" 



CHOCTAW MISSION. 61 



had supposed that it was only an imaginary 
something crept into my heart, I would take this 
opportunity to inform you better. 

Brothers, — many of you know that we were 
trained up together in this land from our child- 
hood. We have been not only like the chifdren 
of one nation or one town, but we have been 
like the children of the same parents, born, fed, 
and clothed in the same families, by the side of 
one fire. We have been children together ; and 
as we have grown to manhood, the chain of 
friendship has become stronger and stronger. 
We have walked in the tracks of our forefathers; 
and as they ignorantly sported along the dark 
path, so have we, their offspring. And, broth- 
ers, you well know that I have been one of the 
most forward to follow the example of those, 
who have gone before us — ^^that I have been one 
of the most active leaders in wickedness, and 
one of the first to keep up the customs of our 
fathers. In me you have placed much confi- 
dence. It is with pain that I now look back on 
the days that are past. Oh that I then knew 
what 1 now know. I have loved you and I love 
you i^ill. Yes, my brothers, my relatives, and 
all my beloved friends, you who Iiear me this 
6* 
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day, believe me when I say this. I feel a deeper 
interest in you all, than I have ever felt in my 
life before ; particularly in those of you^ who 
have found the bright path, ^nd are striving to 
walk therein. I wish now^ to be among you, to 
give myself to Jehovah, our heavenly Father, of 
whom the beloved missionaries have told us so 
much, and by whose goodness we have been kept 
until this day. 

But to you, my brothers, my beloved friends 
and relatives, who are not disposed to receive 
the good word into your hearts, and to forsake 
the wicked paths, to you I say, that I am com- 
pelled to bid you farewell. I am sorry to leave 
you, but I can continue with you no longer. I 
can follow you no fkrther. Your sinful amuse- 
ments by day and by night, give me pleasure no 
more. I find no satisfaction in them. The 
' Lord has been pleased to show me that I was 
altogether wrong; and I trust that he has taught 
me the better way, and changed my heart. 
The remainder of my days 1 hope* to spend in 
the service of God. Come, my beloved friends, 
and go with me." This address is a pretty fair 
specimen of Choctaw preaching, as you oall it, 
cousin Jerome. 
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Delicu How long were these large meetings 
continued ? 

Cornelia. Until the present time. The Choc- 
taw Christians are remarkably fond of social 
meetings for prayer and singing, and often com- 
mence a meeting jn the forenoon, and do not 
separate till evening. One of the most power- 
ful inducements to the «dult Choctaws to ac- 
quire the art of reading, is to be able to sing 
their hymns, which art is coveted by every 
grade in society. 

Miranda. How many have joined the church 
since the commencement of the present revival? 

Cornelia, I cannot tell you the precise num- 
ber, but from July, 1828, to July, 1829, sixty 
persons were received into the mission churches. 
In November of last year, the churches con- 
tained one hundred and two members, more 
than eighty of whom were Choctaws. In July, 
1830, two hundred and seventy had been ad- 
mitted mnee the revival began. 

DeHa. Do you count the missionaries and 
assistants to make this number ? 

Cornelia. No, not one of them were taken 
into this accouat. The missionaries are ex- 
tremely cautious about receiving native converts 
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into the church ; they wait a long time for the 
fruits of holiness to appear. 

Religion has now become the all-absorbing 
interest ; how much real piety will remain, after 
the effects of natural sympathy have subsided, 19 
yet to be learned. But at one time it was 
thought that as many as two thousand natives 
lived* in the daily habit of prayer, and. subse- 
quently one of the missionaries stated that there 
were prol>ab)y three thousand apparently anxious 
inquirers in the nation. 

Katharine, Almost one sixth part of the 
whole population ! 

Jerome, Was that the last public meeting the 
Choctaws have had, when such an tddition waa^^ 
made to the church t 

Cornelia. No. A fine convenient meting 
house has been erected near Yok-nok-cha-ya by 
the natives, where a large meeting was held 
near the close of 1829. About the same time, 
there was a large minister iaF meeting held at 
Mayhew, consisting of the synod of Mississippi, 
which comprehends three presbyteries, the pres- 
bytery of Mississippi, of, South Alabama, and 
Tombeebee* The mbisters were surprised and 
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delighted to find such improTement in maQQers, 
morals, and education. 

They found so manj anxious to receive reli- 
gious instruction, that it was thought to be ex- 
pedient to hold a camp-meeting about twelve 
miles from Maybew, near the new meeting 
house. The worship of God continued with 
few, and short interruptions for a long time. 
The strangers were delighted with the native 
singing. The Cboctaws have the most melodious 
▼oices, and they manifest such enthusiasm, that 
jou eannot but listen with admiratioii to theur 
luirmdniotts strainr. 

They spent one Sabbath in their encampment 
ia tlw wilderness, and many pious natives made 
addresses; some of them were admirable tsipeci- 
mens of the most impassioned eloquence. In 
pointing out the symptoms and danger of back- 
sliding, one of the speakers turned pale with 
emotion — he had been celebrated for his vices 
throughout his nation* 

Ddia. Were any added to the church during 
the camp-meeting ? 

ComeIi€L Yes, twenty-seven. The next moiith 
seven were added io the little church at Emnia- 
us, and it waA hoped many others in that vicin* 
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ily had been adopted into the family of Christ 
In February of the present year, Mr. Dudley 
and Mr. Byinfirfon went about twenty miles to 
spend a Sabbath, without having made an ap- 
pointment. On Saturday evening about sunset, 
they were within three miles of the place they 
set out to visit ; but seeing quite a company as- 
sembled, they stopped and made inquiries, and 
found that a few neighbors were very amicably 
settling some former little difficuhy in the pre- 
sence of a large number of spectators; at a 
short distance was another circle, engaged jn 
their favorite employment of praying- and srag- 
ing. Two men offered to conduct the mission- 
aries to their phce for preaching the next day : 
when they reached the cabin of their friend, and 
brother in the church, they were pleased to find 
a good fire and plenty of wood prepared for the 
Sabbath. The gentlemen were very much fa- 
tigued and had a sliarp appetite. A fine large 
bowl filled with tomfuller was set On a bench 
before them with one great horn spoon in it. 

Delia, What is^tomfuiier made of? 

Coptelia, Corn prepared in various ways; 
usually, boiled soft, and served so thin as to re- 
quire a spoon to carry it to the mouth. 
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SooQ after supper the missionaries had prayers, 
and retired to rest upon a bed of skins. They 
awoke early in the morning, and heard Zaccheus 
in prayer. He soon closed and commenced 
singing. The religious services for the day be- 
gan very soon after breakfast, and were scarcely 
interrupted till dark. Mr. Byington was grati- 
fied to learn that the few pious natives in that 
pleasant valley spent one evening every week in 
social worship. When the missionaries were 
ready to depart on Monday morning, they both 
ofiered a prayer; and Zaccheus also made a 
prayer, in which he mentioned his friends with 
the warmest gratitude and affection. 

After they, started, Mr. Dudley remarked, 
'' These have been the two happiest nights and 
Sabbath I have ever spent" 

Miranda, Do you know apon what subject 
they preached on that Sabbath ? 

ComeHa. Man's lost state by nature, and his 
recovery to God, through the atonement of 
Christ. 

Delia, Cousin, did you not say the revival 
continues T 

Cornelia.^ Three months ago, it continued 
with unabated power. Twenty Choctaws wert 
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added to the church at Hebron in March^ 1830 ; 
and eighty natives surrounded the table of the 
Lord, ahhough the day appointed, proved a 
stormy one. 

DeUa, What missionaries reside there ? 

Cornelia. Mr. and Mrs. Cushman, and Miss 
Philena Thacher. Captain Robert Folsom lives 
near Mr. Cushman, at Hebron. He is a very 
exemplary chief. 

Jerome, Is he a pious man ? 

Cornelia. Yes. He became interested in re- 
ligion about two years ago. A letter wbicb he 
wrote to Col. Folsom has been received quite 
lately. 

DeUa. Will you allow os to hear it this after* 
noon? 

Cornelia. I had rather reserve h to read at 
our next meeting, as it is* now time to close. 

Emma, May we sing first T 

Cornelia. Have you any particular hymn you 
wish to sing ? 

Emma, I have a very beautiful one, that I 
should like to sing. 

Cornelia, You may read it, and atng before 
prayers. 
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Emma. (Reads.) 

Go, ye messengers of God, 
Like the beams of moniing fly ; 

Take the woBder-working rod, 
Wave the banner cross on high ! 

Visit every heatheii soil, 
Every barren, burning strand ; 
., Bid each dreary region smile. 
Lovely as the promised land. 

In yon wilds of stream and shade. 
Many an Indian wigwam trace ; 

^nd with words of love persuade 
Savages to sue for grace. 

Circumnavigate the Ball — 
Visit every soi\ and sea ; 

Preach the cross of Christ to fSi ; 
Jesu»' love is full and free. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Jerome Claiborne's curiosity was raised to 
hear what the letter contained, which his cousin 
had promised to read ; and he ate his dintier in 
great haste, and went to the hall, where he had 
to wait, quite alone, almost an hour. Cornelia 
was detained by company afler the usual hoar 
of meeting, and she sent the letter fiur Miss Hc- 
EUroy to read. 

Katharine, Perhaps I shall not read the whole 
of the letter, for it is ?)ery long ; but I will read 
enough to show you bow much in earnest this 
good chief was to benefit the whole nation. 

''Hebron, March S,18S0. 

*' Dear Brothers, — I have great love and re- 
spect for you, for the good you do for my nation. 
I have been thinking to write to* you for a good 
while. 

" Brothers, what I write is true. Ten or 
eleven years ago, missionaries come to Choctaw 
nation. They have been teaching our children. 
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bat we hare been ?ery wicked ; we hftre stood in 
dark places ; we did not know what the gospel ib. 
When we heard the go^l, we did not know 
any thing about it. But we sent our <;hildren 
to school, bat we did not kHow what h is to bie 
good. We sttH went on in dark, wicked ways. 
Sometime we heard missionary preach, but we 
tired, we wish he would quit it. We break 
Sabbath, we get drunken, and ptay ball-dane^. 
We did not mind what the preacher want ; w^ 
did not mind it at all. About two years ago^ 
we found a little light from the north. The 
wicked began to drop their wicked ways a tittle. 
But about a year ago, a gl-eat light come dowb 
to us ; and then for a few months tfee dark and 
wicked practices returned ; and then again the 
light come more bright,, and continue to shine 
till now. Dear brothers, we have found what 
the missionaries say is good ; we love .one an- 
other. Make my heart glad to write this tetter. 
Most makes the tears fall off my face. Our red 
people we are poor, but we love the gospel ; we 
wish to hold on as long as we live. Brother 
David and myself w^nt to do all we can to have 
our people throw away all their wicked ways, 
and embrace the gospel, and walk in the straight, 
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bright path. I can understaod a little English. 
I can read a little ; keep learning. I found oat 
Bible is good ; Testament is good. I read in 
the Choctaw book too. We are all very poor ; 
but since Jesus Christ has touched our hearts, 
we have thrown away all our old wicked ways. 
We have turned in to work. We have got good 
clothes. We are like new people. When Sab- 
bath comes, we all go up to meeting. We have 
got good school-house, and good meeting-house. 
About twenty children go to school ; learn fast. 
They learn Choctaw, and learn to sing. When 
we go to meeting, we talk, sing, and praj. I 
try to tell the people about the gospel. Mr. 
Cushman tells us about the gospel. Qe has in- 
terpreter. I hope we shall all hold on. O pray 
that 6«d would help us. I wish all our brothers 
that live to north, and all our sisters that live to 
north, would pray for us. 1 wish all our white 
brothers to love us. I have Jiothing to say any 
more. I call myaeif your brother, 

Robert Foi,som.** 

Before Miss McEIlroy had finished the letter, 
Cornelia came; and after her friend folded the 
letter, she said, ' The sentiments and expr.es- 
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t^ioQCi of ibese uoletiered peqrie thrill lhr«ugh 
my heart. 

, Mr. Williams lately sent home a letter giving 
an aocQunt of some young men, who hate expth 
rienoed region within a few aontha. Thtgr 
ftrmeriy hdonged U> the misflkof ^hooL Ons 
of them se^t for Mr. WiliiamSy ^hem he "was in 
iliistiess for his ioul^ who went to see liim inime- 
-diately* W0 found him ** under a peach tree, 
frith his stoolfl, his Bible, and writing impiameiitat 
employed in copying soino Choctaw hymns.V 
He appeared deeply homl^lsd, find very anxious 
at the time, aod recently has unked witii £h« 
church. 

: The wife of a captain in the viUag« of Ai-&<r 
httfirqa is a member of lh« ehucch, and infiaiis 
religious instruction to her efail4ren in a matt 
affectionate and winning mannei-, and with good 
BMecess. Onevof her little bbya, only £aai yeass 
tAd, is often seen in a hamble attatude^ engaged 
in prayar. ** Ati abler brother began to jaoek 
tttmi, when this Iktle Iifdiaa ciuki rqffovad him, 
saying, * Ydu should netdbso; our Heavenly 
Father sees yout' " 

Miranda, I wish you would tell moce ahoat 
the Chofitaw ch^df en< . . 

7* 
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Kathetriiu, 1 4|m Tery*Borrf, my detir, that I 
know 80 little about them. 

ChmeUa, There csLnnot be adoubt, but among 
4he mmy children in the schools, a variety of 
mecdotea might be oollected, which would 
awaken deep mtereit and iiiniiiih useful enters 
taiMnent far childnni at homew 
* Kathmfine. We must not be unreasonable. 
Tho cares andiutaceasing labors of obr mission- 
ariea ai^ a sufficient apology for not bestowing 
more time in writing to friends at home. 
. Corndau No ; but, Katharine, I believe there 
are aany shrewd aad utitty ehUdren among the 
heathen, and I am willing to become acquaint- 
ed with them. Children among ourselves had 
rather hear, about those of' their own age, Unur 
ahoutmen and women. 

Katharint^ Tonsatiafy you that accounts of 
Utde Choctaw ^rrlii ^nd boys kave been sent 
homcyl will mentidik scMkie ihiaga which Miss 
BmrnhaOi wrote about iher [kdK>lars,'at Mayhew. 
Mr. Heopef, fbem the same statioti,; described 
more than a: dozen' boys. bekmgingto.his school. 

Miranda, Miss McEllroy, please to tell us 
aboat the f irlsjfiretiJ ] 

Katharine, Two of them walked moire than 
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fiftj mileB, barefoot, aifd with uncovered hoads, 
in very cold weather. Their clothes were very 
poor and thin. They went into the school 
room, and the teacher pointed to a seat. They 
were very cold, and rather shy at first ; but ddoo ' 
linding themselves very comibrta(b]e, they looked 
up quite bright and dignified. When the night 
came, they were put into a nice little husk bed. 
The largest girl burst into tears, saying she had 
rather sleep on the floor ; and when ai4fted the 
reason, she said her little brother act hoiiie had 
nothing but the floor to sleep on, and she could 
not sleep in a husk bed while henr brother had 
AC blanket. The kind lady promised ia send 
her little brother a blanket^ and then she vtery 
gladly slept in her nice little bed. After some 
time, she wept again, and said her teacher did 
&ot prevent the school girls from troubling her ; 
therefore, she could not believe that Miss Burft- 
ham loved her. Her little cousin who came 
with her, replied very earnestly in her native 
tongue, '* If Miss Bornham did n6t Iovb tis, she 
would not have left her home, and br6tight so 
many good things to us. I love bet, and 1 
shan't go home." The little girls' grandmother 
heard some ftdse Istories about the missionaries 
having come out to get the Choctaws' kund 
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«way» ami $ent and took the girls home ; but afler 
a while they contriyed to get back again ; and 
the little one threw her arms round Mias Burn- 
ham, aud exclaimed, **I $o glad — I want to set 
^Qu so mmh^ I must cry J* 
JJelia, What were the names of theae little 

Katharine* No persoti ever told me ibetr 
Aamen. 

JSmma, Do (ell im mora aii6at .these girls. 

Katharine. I do not know tJiy'more aboul 
them; but I can tell you about another very 
affeciionale little ^irl, whom the miseioiiarles 
called Mary Reed. When she <iame to echooi, 
h^ fatbei; and mother attended her ; apd after 
ibey went away, she cried a lontg. im% aad 
^|]14 Dot be ooQifort^d^ and phppe to ]go and 
:de«p alone in the qo14» fi^r tim s^k^ pf sleeping 
in jtbe pintle vfhere her mother did the night she 
staM at the missJm hoojse, 

Uer fattier once came to see her^ ^n^l brought 
her a pretty new frock and some other thingsi. 
He told ber if she cried when he Jeft her, her 
mother mff himself should visit her again. ^ 
when About leaving, ei^ tried to amile when she 
«hook hands; but soddeoly turned ronad ami 
healed tm head mx Miss Bumbam's shouUer. 
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Her father ^aw it and said, smiling, '^ She is 
your daughter.^^ Something occurred one day 
that caused Mary to shed tears, which was ob- 
served by a Choctaw woman, who sent word to 
her mother, and she sent an express for Mary to 
coma home, observing, ** Mary is my youngest 
daughter, and I don't want to have her cry." 
Mary did not choose to go ; and after an expla- 
nation was made, her mother was satisfied, and 
allowed her to remain. If Miss^Burnham looked 
sad or thoughtful, Mary would say, '' Are you 
sick, Miss Burnham 1 Do the ghrls trouble you ? 
I donH want to trouble youJ-* 

Delia, O, I love Mary Reed very much. 

Katharine, There were two other little girls 
in school, sbters, to whom the missionaries 
gave the names of Frutilla Townsley and Han- 
nah F. Bradshaw. Some of the ladies at the 
north had put some nice little cakes into a box 
of clothing, and two of them were divided 
among nearly thirty girls ; among the number 
was Hannah Bradshaw ; this happened before 
her sis/ier Frutilla came to school. While the 
distribution of cake was going on, the girls 
were in high glee, till Hannah received her 
mprsel ; but she had no sooner taken it into her 
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hand, than she bunt into tears ; and upon in- 
quiry into the cause of her grief, she replied 
in tones of the deepest sorrow, " I have a little 
sister at home, and she has no cake ; I do not 
want to eat cake, (holding it out to the lady 
who gate it her,) when my sister has none.*' 
After a long time Httle Frntilla was brought 
to school, but Hannah did not remember her 
at first ; . but when she was assured it was her 
own dear little sister, she ran and took hold of 
her hand, and they stood weeping together 
«ome time ; and after they went to bed. Hiss 
Burnham heard Hannah repeating the Lord's 
prayer for Frutilla to say after her. 

Sarah, I wish we could ha?e Hannah and 
Frutilla come to our school. Miss McEllroy, 
do tell us more stories^ about the little Choctaw 
girls, I love them better and better. 

Katharifie, So do all the missionaries. One 
of the scholars complained that a girl had 
spoken to her in an improper manner; Miss 
Burnham asked, "What is to be done!" 
Another girl replied, " Please to forgivfe them, 
Miss Burnham." " Will that do," said their 
teacher, "and- suffer them to go on in this 
way V She made much the same inquiry of 
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several others, who answered with seriouBness, 
** We do not know ; the teacher knows best." 
Miss Burnham said, " Shall each of them have 
a discredit markl" to this the majority assent- 
ed, and then the teacher inquired of the girls 
" if they would forgive each other." One of the 
girls instantly softened, and said, " if we do not 
forgive each other, our Heavenly Father will 
not forgive us." 

DeUa. Miss McEUroy, how old were these 
girls t 

Katharine, One was nine, the other ten 
years old. Now is it possible you do not feel 
interested in accounts like these ? 

ComeUa, Yes, I do, but how few instances 
have we had of a similar character ? 

Kathjirine, I have been almost a^ wi^ch 
pleased wkh several notices of adults in the 
Choctaw nation as I have with these ohildreUi 
especially with those of Rosa and Cartrene ? 

DeUa, Miss McEllroy, who were they ? 

Katharine, Rosa was a pious slave, who wa3 
sold by her master in Georgia and passed 
through the bands of several owners, till at last 
she came to the Choctaw country ; she had . 
loog been deprived of Christian ordinances, 
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and when an epportunity offered, she unbosomed 
her sorrows .to Mrs. Williams, and told her 
that she had been praying four or five years, 
that God in mercy would send the Choctaws 
teachers of religion ; that she was joyful when 
the tidings of Mr. Kingsbury's arrival in the 
country first reached her ears. 

Delia, Where was Cartrene born 1 
Katharine, In the West Indies, but she had 
spent much time at New Orleans, and Mobile ; 
but the Choctaw nation had been her place of 
residence for many years. When she first came, 
she could speak only French, bat she soon 
learned the Indian tongue, lived and brought up 
her children after their fashion, and although 
she had known a few Roman Catholics in her 
earlier days, yet she was almost as eptirely 
ignorant of God and a future state a8*a heathen. 
AAer she became acquainted with the mrssiona- 
ries, her mind was opened to receive instruc- 
tion, and a genuine work of grace was carried 
on in her soul in a remarkably clear manner. 
It was affecting and edifying to converse with 
h^r, and hear her simple and artless relation of 
the Lord's dealings with her soul ; her daughter 
Kate became pious, and exc^ited in the hearts 
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of the missionaries a spirit of thanksgiring and 
praise. 

Jerome, Will you please to tell me stories of 
some of the Indian boys 7 

Katharine, I do not know as much about 
them as I do of the girls, but I ha?e heard that 
Jacob Ide was very Ibnd of music, and a fine 
scholar, a bey of superior intellect and high 
morals. 

Jerome, He has an Engiisb name, is fie a 
white boy 1 

Katharine. He is a Choctaw, siq)ported in 
the mission family and school by a society ei 
yoong people in Medway, Massachusetts, who 
gate him the name of their minister. 

Mirandik Could wo send a name to a girl or 
boy, if we, who belong to the Sabbath school, 
should send money 1 

'Katharine: Yes, my dear, and I think it 
would be a good pkn te spend yovr money to 
educate heathen youth and children. 

MBranda. How much will it take for a year's 
support? 

Katharine. Thirty dollars, if your seleetioD ^ 
is among the Indians or at Bombay \ and from 
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tw«l?e to twenty at Cejlon, if you find clothes 
and instruct your beneficiary. 

Miranda, Miss McEllroy, are you wiHing we 
should stop after the meeting closes and detef- 
mine how we shall dispose of the money we 
are fast earning T 

Katharine, Yes/I amantirely willing. 

Jerome: Do you know what aatte Japob Ide 
had before his English one ? 

Katharine. I ktow what letAdrs composed it, 
but I can hardly pronounce it ; you itiay try aAd 
fee what yeu can mtlke of it. E-lah*plab-mh- 
fivb'beey-^there it ia. 

Jereme. I can speak it better XhBA moat €iM>o« 
taw names. 

Katharine* IfJacbbahould'hear yioQ call him 
an boar, I think it. doubtful if be mde^^st^ood 
who or what you was calling' (or. 

I could tdl you of jother boj^, whfi ale sop- 
ported' by geiier6i»sr. mad heeievoleot |adie$ and 
gentlemen ai4 witileih9^^ bdl I am i^iot' able to 
t^U youaey ihhig more .ofahe«fi Ibaatbe dates 
of their entrance into the school, that some of 
^ ikxm kte of a dt^tke* m lighttr ^m^fihtioD, 
nmt mere t»r' leM briHian!lijk>d:be(^tifol^ iiH 
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4ii8trioti9 ^ iniscfaievous, indolent or stu^ui^ 
obedient and affectionate, and that some of 
them are described as very shrewd and wittj. 
It is pretiy certain that tliey are generally quite 
equal to oi&r own boys, or the missionartes are 
blinded by their afiection and partiality for them. 
They are uiiqaestioaably deeply interested in 
■tibem, and know all thek n]ov««ents, and I must 
confess tbey appear to take it £>r granted thai 
we, ai this distance, know all thai they know. 

GorueUc^ I am nearly certain, Miss MeEH- 
xoji wiAh aU your evident anxiety to think the 
missionary journals contain idl that they should, 
you would find some deficiency in them, when 
you turn over their pages, anxious to find some- 
thing to awaken interest in your Sabbath school 
oiisstonary societies* 

Jerome. Are the Cheetaw boys real scholars f 

Kaikarme. Yes, some of them are, and the 
^irls too. 

Jermiui. How much knowledge do you be^ 
Ijeve they usually acquire before tbey leave 
school? 

Katharine, They obtain a pretty correct 
knowledge of geography, especially of the 
United States asd Territories, a decent know- 
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ledge of grammar, and many of the boys be- 
come quite proficients in arithmetic ; and as a 
general thing they excel in music, penmanship, 
and composition. Many of the most forvrard 
boys have gone to the Choctaw Academy at 
Great Crossings in Kentucky. 

Jerome. Who supports this Academy t 

Kciharine, The Indians, out of the annui- 
ties they annnally recdfe from goremment. 
The institution is under the direction i^ the 
American Baptist Board of Missions, and is m 
a prosperous and rery flourishing condition; 
here boys may pursue aU the higher branches 
of education to ^ood advantage. 

Jerome. Has the Board of Foreign Missiinis 
been at all the expense of Ihe Indian missions t 

Katharine. No, Jerome, the United ^States 
have expended large sums, and the Indians 
have done nobly. Major Pitchlynn paid one 
thousand dollars in one year. What has not 
been defrayed from these sources, has been 
pdd from the missionary funds at thie disposal 
of the Board. The Indians have made large 
apprc^riations of late for the promotion of agri- 
emlture and the arts* In one district, fifieen 
hundred dollars have been advanced lor the 
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building and 8af>part of blacksmith's shops ; the 
nation is struggling to rise in every point ; they 
are public spirited and selMenying, and have 
already abolished many of their gross^t immor- 
al cuBloms, especially pele-fuUing at fonerahi, 
which lor ages has been a prolific source of 
criminal conducts 

Miranda. What is pole-fMiUing ? 

Katharine. One of their awful ceremonies 
atteftdant on funerals.. 

3Gpanda. I wish yoi^ would describe their 
fiuMtal rifes. 

Katkariae. The aged Indians say thai in 
fiNcmer days they had. oM men with long nails 
who were styled ** hamt^dtersJ^ 

Ddicu What was their einploiaient t 

KaikariMt^ In those days as soon as a per- 
eoA diedy a kiud of pkifenii was raised near 
tJie heuse^ just high enough to be oul of the 
rcaeh of dogs, upon which the corpse was kid, 
ami a bhuikei ot beatskiii thrown over il» where 
it lay till it was nearly consumed; then the 
hancf^ickefs scraped off the vemaiaiug flesh 
with Ihesr long nails, ^uid after ornameating the 
skaU, ^MrefaUj packed all the bones in a box 
and curried tliem to a house pr^iared for the 
8* 
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reeeption of the bones of the dead. Large a^ 
semblies eonvene several times a year near 
these bone^houseSf — the bones are brought oat 
and set before the multitade, when one family 
who have been previously selected, cry and howl 
one day, while the rest of the oompaay dance 
and frolic ; the next day, another family cry and 
howl over the remains of the dead, and those 
who cried the day before, join in the noisy 
revels of the throng. After the specified qoan- 
tity of tears had flowed, and they were weary of 
lamenting and frolicking, they replaced the bones 
in the bone-house, and dispersed till the time 
for another meeting arrived ; but for the last 
thirty years they have buried their dead. At 
present they buty them soon after death ; gener- 
ally in the clothes they had on when they died. 
They prefer to make the: graves of their friends 
as near the house as possible, and often onder the 
place where they have been accustomed to sleep 
in, in their cabins ; they build a low seat uound 
the grave, on which the toourn^s sit, and etiok 
a nurdber of white poles in the earth near the 
body : these poles are sometimes ornamented 
with grape^ides or evergreens and a^Mrhite flag 
hoisted at^the top of one of theai. When the 
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days of moorning have nearly expired, the 
friends seat themselves around the grave "to 
cry the last cry" It is a melancholy sight to 
see these people sitting in this posture mih 
their blankets palled up over their heads, and 
very painful to hear them moan and cry, loud 
enough to be heard at a great distance/ They 
continue to lament till the friends, acquaintance, 
and a multitude of others, gather together to 
<^06e the mourning, by pulling up the poles out 
of the grave, which is the signal for such scenes 
of drunkenness and shameful excess as I can- 
not describe. These customs are seldom prao 
tised now. As they become enlightened and 
civilized, these barbarous- rites go into disuse, 
and Christian customs are adopted. The people 
are more willing to labor, and manifest a wish 
to conform to the habits and manners of the 
missionaries, whom they respect and love more 
and more, the longer they witness their disin- 
terested labors to promote the temporal and eter- 
nal welfare of the Choctaw people. 

Delia, Has their external appearance chang- 
ed much since Mr. Kingsbury lived with them ? 

Katharine. Yes. When he first went to 
Elliot, it was new to tee a man dressed decently. 
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or even in sach s maDner as to cover his per- 
son. They were ftbo excessively dirty. 

DeUa, How did he find the women ? 

Kaiharin^. He did not know more than 
tkxe^ or fonr woRien within several miles of 
Elliot, who dressed after the English £&thioii. 
But at the present tii^e native women may be 
seen in neat dresses ; and Ike men are improv- 
ng ikst in their personal appearance and in their 
style of building asd furniture, ^nce the nalioii 
ftwioke and united hand and heaft to ^xpel the 
moBsler intemperance, it is astonishing what a 
cbange has been effected in their plaBtationa, 
koitsca^ dfessy and furiuture. I must defer ter 
k^iag other stcMries till another oppo|tani|y. 

Delia Claiborne read the first PMilm and Cor- 
nelia closed whk prayer. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



* Coraelia c^me to the next meeting and told 
tbe society she had just heard a very interesting 
account of a Choctaw convert, whose name was 
Ta-bo-ka, 

Ddia. Where did he live, coosin ? 

Cornelia. At Ai-ik-hun-na. He was a man 
of strong intellect, and very flnent in conversa- 
tion : he had great influence and deep penetrar 
tibn, which enabled him to read the characters 
of men, even strangers, with wonderful facility. 
But unhappily all his talents and influence were 
exerted in favor of wickedness. For years he 
was one of the most popular leaders ; indeed, he 
wag the ringleader in all kinds of vicious plea- 
sores ; and could at any. time put the whole na- 
tion in motion by appointing a hdtt'play. Mr. 
Williams had a very solemn conversation with 
him one day, and gave him much sharp and 
cutting reproof, yet with so much Christian affec- 
tion and humility, that the hardened heart oi 
this wicked man began to relent, and rach great 
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searchings of heart followed, that his mental dis- 
tress was extreme for several weeks. But it 
pleased God to bless the unwearied labors of his 
faithful servants, who constantly pointed him to 
the Lamb of God for the pardon of his sins, and 
acceptance witli his Maker. He broke away at 
last from the bondage of siii and Satan, mni 
when be found that liberty wherewith Cbriit 
makes free, he labored with the same iintiiing 
zeal to save and comfort sonb, that be had done 
(6 harass and destroy them. His haogb^, arro- 
gant spirit was subdued to the docility and g^i^ 
tienesa of a child. In whatever way the came 
of religion was endangered, he mantfeded tho 
Undaunted firmness and zeal of the first Re^ 
formers. 

One day he approached Mr. Wiliiaraa in a 
very tender fi-ame and said, " i do not say that 
I am a Christian. If I am one, I am the leMt; 
a very little child. But my Jesus has bought 
«i0; and let him come, however soon, and take 
his own child home. My heart cries to him 
daily, at. home and abroad ; for his saltation I 
hunger, I thirst for more and more of his good 
•pirit But as I cannot get a fiili supply here, 
I long to fo %md be with him» that I may bo 
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satisfied.'' Mr. Williams wrote conccroing him, 
*' It may be said of him, if of any man« that he 
has no will of his own, but to do the will of his 
Heaveolj Father.'' He was very useful to his 
awakened friends, and seemed to eater inlto all 
their feelings at once, and to carry them with 
almost irresistible power to the feet of his Sav- 
iovir, ax)9rcising strong faith in his promises to 
keep all thai wer^ intrusted to him. 

A few months aft^r bis conversion lie attend-* 
^ ^ large meeting,: ii> the Chickasaw nation, 
where he had long been known^ aod took a 
purt in i\vei religious services. He introduced 
his address by saying, ** I come not to you as a 
learned man^or a. good man, or as a)n angry 
man^ nor in pride,^ or for money ; no, not for a. 
peony ; but I come to hunt for poor lost souls;" 
A missiooary who was present said, " He ieli^ 
and. made others f^el,. ^o, that Christ, and heav^ 
eogi and hell, were not terms without significfir^ 
lioQ." He was appdnted on a committee to exr 
amine candidates; when he was informed of bts 
api^niment, he said, Did they think I had^ aaj 
learning which quali&ed me for that office 7 As 
to learoAAg, 1 kaow nothing ooJj^ to spell C b i - 
ho^ w a^. ChUUo^'Wa^ (Jel^ab«). In >coiiver8atioa 
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with a Ghiistian friend one day, he said, '* When 
I am troubled about my children, business, and 
the like, my heart falls down, and I am obliged 
to pray frequently and earnestly before I can get 
relief; so that my affections may rise and bold 
on things above." In conversing with an in- 
quirer he used the word loathsome^ as applied to 
the remembrance of former sin; he was not 
clearly understood by the man, who said that 
when his sins came into his thoughts it was as if 
a person showed them to him, which naade him 
tel very much ashamed and sorry. ''That is 
it/' said Tahoka, '' that is what I meant by 
loathsome,^* ^ 

Tahoka's views on every subject seemed 
changed. The natives are passionately fond 
of ornaments, and perhaps few valued them 
higher than he had formerly done. But about 
the time his mind was reliered, he remarked, 
** These tuUy'huttahs (silver ornaments) put me 
in mind of the tuUy-huitah tushMe (pieces of 
silver) with which my Lord Jesus was betrayed, 
and I fear they are still a temptation to some 
professing' the Christian name." 

Katharine, His remarks are very fuons- and 
sensible, and show the transforming ctffects of 
grace in a strong light. 
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Cornelia, Several little facts have occurred 
recently, in confirmation of the truth of yoar 
remark. A member of the church lost his house 
and all his property by a fire ; while relating his 
misfortunes, he looked bright and cheerful, till 
he came to mention that his Choctaw book was 
consumed ; then his countenance fell and his 
eyes filled with tears. 

JDeHa, Are they so exceedingly fond of their 
books? 

Cornelia. They do love their b6oks remarka- 
bly. A man had a book that contained many 
extracts from the Bible ; he lost his also, and in 
speaking of it he could nc^ restrain his tears 
from flowing copiously, and with increasing 
emotion said, '* it contains some of my heavenly 
Father's words." 

Jerome, How much was his bdok' worth ? 

ComeUa, Ninepence, perhaps. 

Katharine, The troth is precious to those 
Choctaw converts. 

Cornelia, Mr. Williams related a fact that 
proves some of the natives do value religion 
above all things else. He knew a lad who had 
an ardent desire to attend school, but his parents 
were unable to pay his board, and they lived too 
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far for hitn to walk daily to the school, and Mr. 
Williams offered to pay for it, in a fanul j with 
whom he was acquainted ; soon after which he 
went a journey of several days ; on his return he 
met the boy and his mother, and inquired if he 
had entered the school? the woman iiqilied 
" No ; his father and myself have hesitated obIj 
because the boy is seriously trying to ae^ mod 
serve his Heavenly Father, imd we fear that 
should he go to board in the proposed family, 
where there is no Ihmlly worship, and whare 
the people do not love God, it would hurt hie 
soul. We wi^ him to/ attend school if he^oouid 
board in a Christian family/' 

Kaikarine. I wish the remarJcs of rthat Indian 
mother could be heard by some of our ptcrfes*' 
sors of religion, who entertain very difierest 
sentiments, if we jud^e by the circurastaneesin 
which they place their children while a«qoiriBg 
an education; Have you had any very late ac- 
counts of the progress of the revival ! 

C§meUa, The last acoounta I have, received, 
were di^ed the sixth of May, 1830. At that 
time religion was never more attended to, or 
noore highly priBedl A. business meeting was 
appoililed ai the PiJBreott Rooat^. and.Hc. Wtl^ 
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liams was invited to open the council with 
prayer. After the baaineas dosed, a large num- 
ber hogered, and actually sung and prayed the 
live-Iobg night Seventeeo -were added to the 
church at Ai-ik-^n-At, and fif^ one had united 
wkh ot^er chiirohes withia a short time* 

Dt&a, How many members beiong to the 
Choctew churches ? 

Cornelia. More than three hundred. 

DeUa. All Choctaws f 

Corudva. No, but more than three quarters 
of them are ; and the rest are white or black 
people, residing in the mission families or among 
the Choctaws. 

Jerome. Are the Choctaws cured* of their 
intemperance t 

CorwUa. It hasreceifed a wonderful check 
of late, partly from the elevation of morals, but 
more particularly from the cTCellent laws adopt- 
ed by the present rulers of the land> prohibiting 
the introduction of whiskey into the nation, 
which has been enforced with great energy* 

Jerome. Why 8houl4 the Indians be more 
fond of ardent spirits than white men ? 

Cornelia, I do not think we have any cause 
for boasting over the Indians in this particular ; 
without half their temptations to the vice of 
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dconkfOAess, we had fallen almost as low as 
ihey, before the great temperance moTements of 
the last few years. 

Jerome, What were their temptations T 

Cornelia. Their idle, wandering habits were 
one reason for it, and the worthless white tra- 
ders would carry it within their borders, and bar- 
ter it away to them at an enormous price, for 
blankets, skins, com, hogs, fowls, and whatever 
property they possessed. 

After they began to receive the Gospel, they 
viewed things in altogether a different light, as 
their furniture, clothes, manners, and whole 
appearance testify. 

Jerome. I suppose they do not love work yet. 

Cornelia, Many have acquired habits of indus- 
try, of whom it would sot have been expected a 
few years since. The sentiment formerly so 
prevalent, that it was utterly ** beneath a war- 
rior to work," has given^ place to more correct 
notions. 

Jerome, Cousin, how naany stations are now 
occupied by missionaries of the American Board 
of Foreign Missions in the Choctaw nation t 

Cornelia, Eight. 

Jerome, Will you tell me their names ? 
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Cornelia, Elliot, Mayhelv, Bethel, Goshen, 
Emrnaas, Ai-ik-hun-na, Hebron, and Yok-nok- 
cha-ja, besides many small schools in various 
parts of the nation, some of which are taught by 
native young^ men who were " educated id the 
mission schools. One of these youths instructs 
four schools in rotation, Embracing over ninety 
scholars. 

Delia, How many scholars are there connect- 
ed with all the schools at present ? 

Cornelia, I believe there are between three 
and four hundred. 

Delia. How many board in the mission fami- 
lies? 

Cornelia. More than a hundred and sixty. 

Dtlia, Brother Jerome, we will relate the his- 
tory of th^^Choetaw mission at our first meeting 
after we return home* 

Jerofne, It will take more than one or two 
afternoons to go over all that cousin Cornelia 
and Miss McEllroy have related. 

Delia, I know it, but what shall I do, after I 
have told all I know about the Choctaw Indians? 

Comdia, Couski Delia, I will tell what I will 
do if you wish. 

Delilt, What will you do? 
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Omkelia. I will write jou a letter erery week 
about the Indian Missions, established and sup- 
ported bj the United Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety. 

Miranda* Do read the letter's in our Society 
b^ore you send them to Miss Claiborne. 

CwmeU<L Perhaps I shall. Delia will ^oi go 
home for nearly a week. 

DtUa. O couflin, I am delighted with your 
promise. Ma' and Mrs. Summery, and all the 
ladies will feel very much pleased when they re- 
ceive your letters. 

Jerome, Do not forget tp mention about the 
Indian boys. 

Delia, And girls too. 

Cornelia. I will tell ypu all I can find out 
about them* As we shall not have llie pbaaure 
of having you with us again very sooUi cousin 
Delia, I should like to have you select a hymn 
to sing at the close of our meeting this after- 
noon. 

Delia. A missionary hymn ? 

Conulia, Just what one you please. 

Delia. I admire the missionary hymn Mr. 
Amir us wrote. 

Cornelia, We will sing that if you will read 
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it. Miss McEllroy, will you offer a prayer after 
singing ? 

Katharine. I will. 

Delia proceeded to read the following 

HYMN. 

Place me where winds and tempesU reign, 
Where frowning winter binds the plain, 

In chains of ice and snow ; 
Where never summer's tepid breeze 
Invigorates the dviflg trees, 

Or bids the waters flow ;— 

Or place me where the arid soil 
'^ Mocks human skill amd human toil ; 

Where ceaseless thunders roll ; 
Where not a leaf of Verdure grows. 
Or dew descends, or fountain flows. 

To cheer the fkinting soul ;— 

My Saviour's Ipve, my Saviour's smile 
The tedious moments shall beguile. 

And give the desert charms. 
What though the clime were winged with death 
»T were heaven to yield my fleeting breath. 

And fly to Jesus' arms. 
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